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REDFIELD, FRIEND OF BIG BIZ IN WILSON'S 
GABINET, TRIES TO WHITEWASH ROTTEN 
INSPECTION SE RVICE O N GREAT LAKES 

One of President's Highest Officials Treats Probe of Eastland Dis- 
aster As Huge Joke — Shows True Spirit of Capitalist Official- 
dom-No Wonder, He's "Business" Man, Too! 

— — _ — — 
By IRWIN TUCKER 

Hardly had the twelve hundred victims 
of the Eastland catastrophe ceased their 
convulsive struggles in the foul black 
•waters of the Chicago River, when Secre- 
tary of Commerce William C. Redfield, 
one of President Wilson's highest officials, 
came tripping merrily into town to "in- 
vestigate." 

He regarded the horror which has 
roused the whole nation's amazed wrath 
as a joke. The death agonies of twelve 
hundred women, girls, children* babies, 
and men, plunged to a horrible destruction 
by the shameless corruption and in- 
competency of his Inspection Service, 
SEEMED FUNNY TO HIM. He laughed 
and chuckled at the reporters about it; he 
told Chicagoans they ought to read the 
Bible and Shakespeare more, and they 
would not rought up so about this "inci- 
dent." 

Before the investigation even began, he 
announced that his Inspectors were inno- 
cent;- that they had his full- approval for 
everything they had done ; and that if the 
Eastland were to be inspected again to- 



morrow it would be O. K'd. again as sea- 
worthy. 

Chicago was stunned. For a few days 
it could not believe that any human being 
— let alone a high government official, 
supposed to be gifted at least with some 
degree of dignity — could giggle like a 
harlequin in the presence of a whole city's 
sorrow. But as the days went on and 
Redfield's alleged "inquiry" developed, 
this incredulity was driven away by more 
and worse antics on the part of the Hon- 
orable Secretary. 

Cheap sarcasm, attempted witticisms, brawl- 
ing bravado, outrageous buffoonery, succeeded 
one another as the Secretary conducted his "in- 
vestigation." 

It seemed impossible that the spectators at 
the farce could be hearing aright. More than 
once the reporters covering the proceedings 
asked one another if it were possible that these 
things were really happening. 



ANGER BEGINS TO FLAME. 

CHICAGO'S ANGER began to flame. Every 
fresh installment of buffoonery on the part of 
this clown in office caused it to burn more 
fiercely. 

AND AT LAST PRESIDENT WILSON WAS 
TOLD THAT IF SECRETARY REDFIELD 
DID NOT LEAVE TOWN HE WOULD BE 
DRIVEN OUT. 



This came from ' Harry Moir, owner of the 
Hotel Morrison, and a member of the coroner's 
jury which sat on the case. Mayor Thompson 
and the city at large stood solidly back of the 
threat. 

Here are some of Secretary Redfield's witti- 
cisms. One of the darkest bits of evidence dis- 
closed was that the Inspector, Reid, who had al- 
lowed the Eastland's carrying capacity to be 
increased to 2,500 persons shortly before the 
disaster, WITHOUT INSPECTION AND ON A 
TELEPHONE REQUEST FROM WILLIAM H. 
HULL, THE OWNER, was the father-in-law of 
the chief engineer of the boat. Direct charges 
of undue family influence were levelled at Reid. 

He asked, "Inspector, I understand from the 
vigilant watchdogs of the press that you are 
guilty of having a son-in-law. Is that so?" 

And he asked Captain Nelson, "Now, I wish 
you would tell the gentlemen present what you 
mean when you say you inspected her. What 
did you do? Did you go on boa-d in a aress 
suit and look about?" 

When other investigators were asking ques- 
tions, Secretary Redfield instructed the witness 
what to answer, with a nod, or a shake of the 
head, or a gesture. He kept this up for two 
days. 

Once he said, "Some genius has discovered 
that the Eastland had no keel. Do ; - u agree 
with him?" 

"None of the lake boats has any keel." 

"Astonishing, astonishing — though I knew it 
all the time," said Redfield. 



ATTACK IS US [GENTLEMANLY. 

WHEN REPRESENTATIVES of The Tribune 
intimated to him that the city expected a real 
investigation and was in no mood to be joked 
with, Redfield retorted that their intimation was 
"disgraceful and ungentlemanly ! " 

Redfield's whole attitude was that THE LOSS 
OF TWELVE HUNDRED LIVES WAS A TRIV- 
IAL AFFAIR. — The main thing was that his 
department must not be criticised. THE MAIN 
POINT WAS THAT THE OWNERS OF LAKE 
SHIPS SHOULD NOT BE INTERFERED WITH 
IN THEIR MAKING MONEY, and Business must 
not be disturbed. 

The- whole American nation shares in the In- 
dignation against Redfield. But there is danger 



lest this performance of a witless clown may 
obscure the real situation. 

Greed for profits lay behind the Eastland dis- 
aster. The treasurer of the Company which 
dwned it swore that he had bought the boat for 
half-price, without investigating anything about 
it except its cheapness. 

It had been known on the Great Lakes for a 
decade as a cranky craft. Half a dozen times 
its unseaworthiness had been evident. IT HAD 
BEEN BARRED FROM TRAFFIC AT CLEVE- 
LAND, OHIO, because of this unsafeness. But 
the new purchasers cared nothing for that. All 
they wanted was a cheap boat. 



MAKE ROOM FOR MORE. 
THEN THEY proceeded to cut away every 

portion of the superstructure that could possibly 
be cut, to make room for more and more pas- 
sengers. And every time fresh standing room 
was cleared, THE UNITED STATES INSPECT- 
ORS RAISED THE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS 
ALLOWED. 

No tests were made at any time for stability. 
The rules do not provide for such a test. And 
with the hulk of the Eastland lying not more 
than three blocks away, with two hundred dead 
bodies still lying imprisoned inside it, Secretary 
Redfield argued with the Coroner's jury that 
the rules were sufficient, the inspection force 
admirable and adequate, and that no blame was 
justly attributable to them. 

"I cannot understand," said Cong. Sabath, to 
one inspector who had been testifying that the 
Eastland was seaworthy," why, if the boat was 
all you say it was, how is it that it lies there 
in the river?" 

WHEREUPON REDFIELD REFUSED TO AL- 
LOW SABATH, ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE INQUIRY BOARD, TO ASK ANY FUR- 
THER QUESTIONS. 

Never has the country seen so appalling an 
exhibition of official insolence as that furnished 
by Secretary Redfield. And the question arises 
at once, How did this creature get into this 
high post? The answer goes back to pre-elec- 
tion times. 

William C. Redfield is the head of a Brooklyn 
factory, which was among the first in the coun- 
try to install the new scientific efficiency sys- 
tem. Redfield studied exports. He is an au- 
thority on exports. He has the high capitalist 



view-point on the subject of exports. Recently 
he issued a joyful bulletin showing that the ex- 
cess of exports over imports for the past year 
exceeded one billion dollars, and therefore pros- 
perity shone in our land. HE FORGOT TO 
SPECIFY WHO GOT THE BILLION. 

But this is ahead of the story. Redfield made 
the acquaintance of Norman Hapgood, at that 
time editor of Collier's Weekly. . Hapgood be- 
came much impressed with Redfield, and 'began 
to boom him systematically through his edito- 
rial columns. Redfield was elected Congress- 
man, largely through Hapgood's political in- 
fluence, which at that time was considerable. 



HURRAHED FOR WILSON. 
NOW HAPGOOD was one of the first men to 
hurrah for Wilson. He started hurrahing be- 
fore Wilson left Princeton University, and when 
the 1912 nominations drew near, Hapgood 
boomed Wilson for the nomination. Most of 
the Cabinet positions were handed out by Wil- 
son to political upholders, especially to editors; 
for example, Daniels and Bryan. Editor Hap- 
good secured the Commerce portfolio for Red- 
field. 

But Eastern manufacturers also boomed Red- 
field. And he is a good representative of man- 
ufacturers. He really does know Exports,, and 
the one thing he was expected to do was to help 
work up American business abroad. 

For Labor he has nothing but abhorrence. 
He regards workingmen as machines, to be 
speeded to their maximum limit that Exports 
might increase. 

THE VICTIMS OF THE EASTLAND WERE 
NEARLY ALL WORKINGMEN. Most of them 
were known by number, out at the Western 
Electric Company shops — not by name. They 
had been ordered by the company to purchase 
tickets for the picnic or lose two weeks' pay. 
The money for the costumes worn by the parad- 
ers at the picnic was TAKEN FROM THEIR 
ENVELOPES. And last year, although the work- 
ers were ordered to go on the picnic, THEY 
WERE DOCKED FOR THE TIME SPENT 
THERE. 

Redfield expresses the true spirit of capitalist- 
ic officialdom. So long as Business rules, so 
long will we have in office such hyenas as this 
laughing over the bodies of the dead. 

Chicago had sand enough to order Redfield 



out of town — for the demand to President Wil- 
son amounts to that. When will Chicago have 
sand enough to order all that Redfield stands 
for out of town? 

The Eastland case attracts attention because 
of its spectacular accompaniments., Workers, 
are killed every day in ways just as atrocious; 
and Business and Officialdom are just as cal- 
lous about it. It takes some startling disaster 
like that of the Eastland to wake us up. 



LABOR PROTESTS FOR TEARS. > 

ORGANIZED LABOR, through Victor Olander 
of the Seamen's Union, and Edward N. Nockels 
of the Chicago Federation of Labor, has been 
protesting for years against the rotten condi- 
tions prevailing in the Steamship Inspection 
service. Seamen are drowned in every gale like 
rats, because government inspectors, in the pay 
of the companies they are supposed to check, 
certify waterlogged hulks as being seaworthy.- 

But organized labor has no political power. 
Nockels and Olander spoke for nobody able to 
command votes. So officialdom flouted their 
accusations. The most unbelievable exhibition 
of insolence occurred when Nockels made public 
letters written by him years ago to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, exposing conditions in Chi- 
cago and asking for an investigation. The de- 
partment replied, characterizing these charges 
as "hot air." Nockels warned them that some 
day an excursion steamship would capsize, 
"even though tied to the dock." 

"Hot air," was still the reply. 

And when these letters were made public, 
THE DEPARTMENT STILL INSISTED THAT 
THE CHARGES WERE "HOT AIR." 

With twelve hundred corpses lying there in 
silent proof of the absolute correctness of 
Nockels' charges, THE DEPARTMENT JEERED 
AT THEM. 

But if Nockels. had spoken for an organiza- 
tion able to command a solid block of votes, 
HIS COMPLAINT WOULD HAVE MET WITX'l 
AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE. / 

There is no way to cure the rottenness of 
political vampire dens except through political 
cleansings. Socialism is the only possible so- 
lution. And until organized labor sees its fol- 
ly and casts its strength solidly at the ballot 
box for a Labor government and Labor admin- 
istrations, such horrors as these will continue. 



Even University of Wisconsin 
Surrenders Before Attacks of 
Big Interests Now In Control 

This School, Once Refuge of Free Thought, Free In- 
quiry and Free Expression, Now Gagged by Re- 
actionists Elected to Run State Government - 
Socialist Barred from Class Rooms. 



By HARRY W. LAIDLER 

Organizing Secretary, Intercollegiate Socialist Society 

WE HAVE witnessed this year gross interference with free 
speech at the Universities of Pennsylvania, Washington 
and Utah. There is one university of the great middle west, 
however, which has been looked upon by many as a model exam- 
ple of what a university should be — an institution in which free 
thought, free inquiry, free ex-*' 
pression on the part of the fac 



ulty are not only permitted, 
but graciously encouraged. 

When I arrived at this great 
democratic University in March, 
I also expected to find here a 
center for free, untrammeled 
discussion of the big, the vital 
issues of the present day. I 
found instead that the authori- 
ties were letting it be known in 
an unmistakable manner that 
the public discussion by profes- 
sors of certain questions, frown- 
ed upon by the reactionary leg- 
islature, would not be tolerated. 
Everywhere could be observed 
a distinct damper on sentiments 
that were not accepted as safe 
by the big interests dominating 
the industries' of the state. 



IN PRACTICALLY every 
college that I visited this 
Spring an opportunity had been 
given me by the economics de- 
partment to speak before the 
classes in economics and socio- 
logy on some phase of Socialism 
or the labor problem. At the 
University of Wisconsin at 
Madison at least two such lec- 
tures had practically been ar- 
ranged for me by prominent 
professors but those higher up 
gave a vigorous veto to this ar- 
rangement. For economic her- 
esies were out of place in class 
rooms while appropriations 
were trembling in the balance! 
So, although the courtesy of a 
hall was extended to the mem- 
bers and friends of the Inter- 
collegiate Socialist Society 
Chapter, the class room lectures 
were declared out of the ques- 
tion. 

Yes, the reactionaries had 
come to their own, and were 
using their power in manifold 
ways. They had writhed for 



many years past under the 
teachings of the college profes- 
sors who had investigated the 
water power, the land ,the lum- 
ber, the public utility and other 
deals of more or less unsavory 
character, and had given warn- 
ings to the people of the work- 
ings of the inner circle of Wis- 
consin finance and industry. 
President Van Hise of the Uni- 
versity had dealt trenchantly 
with the, question of conserva- 
tion in his book of that title. 

His treatise was mild enough, 
from the standpoint of the genuine 
radical, but more illuminating to 
the public than the big interests de- 
sired. Professor E. A. Ross, one of 
the country's foremost sociologists, 
in spite of the investigation of 191 0, 
when he had been tried for advis- 
ing his students to attend a meet- 
ing of a social iconoclast, had con- 
tinued his fight against special priv- 
ilege. Prof. John R. Commons, a 
former adviser of the Milwaukee 
Socialist administration, had, for 
many years, been working unremit- 
tingly for a more complete demo- 
cracy. Prof. Chariss McCarthy, a 
lecturer at the University, and head 
of the famous Legislative Reference 
Bureau, which placei the humblest 
member of the legislature on an 
equal footing in the framing of bills 
with the henchmen of big corpora- 
tions, thus freeing them from obli- 
gations to corporation .attorneys* 
had long been a source of discom- 
fort to the reactionaries. The uni- 
versity had also, through its exten- 
sion lectures been instrumental in 
getting the common man to think, 
a dangerous undertaking from the 
standpoint of special privilege. 

"Conditions have been rotten in 
Denmark!" the reactionaries mused, 
"and now that we are ajgain in con- 
trol of the legislature, we must 
clean house." 



SO WHEN Governor Philipp and 
the legislators began their occupan- 
cy of the Capitol at Madison, one 
mile from the University, things be- 
gan to move. Bills for increased 
appropriations were regularly de- 
feated. The loyal Socialist gronp 
of eight was the one group that, In 
season and oat of season fought for 
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the appropriation requested. A 

vigorous fight was undertaken by 
the legislature against the Exten- 
sion Department, and another 
against the privileges granted to 
students from outside states, in the 
alleged interest of economy. The 
governor was sponsor for a bill 
which attempted to centralize the 
control of the institutions of higher 
learning in the state into the hands 
of one board appointed by the gov- 
ernor. The bill furthermore was 
calculated to give full power over 
the finances of these schools into 
the hands of two business men, 
members of the board. These busi- 
ness men were to receive $4,000 a 
year and to give their entire time 
to this' work. The- educators,, who 
were to be appointed, were to ob- 
tain no compensation, and their po- 
sition would be more or less advis- 
ory in its nature. It is easy to see 
who on the board, under those con- 
ditions, would be the virtual con- 
trollers of educational policy. 

Investigations were also started 
into the efficiency of the workings 
of the university, and the prelimin- 
ary findings, which tended to indi- 
cate that there were wastes In the 
management of the college, were 
gleefully heralded about the state, 
in order to discredit the progressive 
elements in the institution. The 
governor and others attacked the 
"heresies" and "illusions" of the 
teaching force, and urged that they 
be suppressed. The appropriations 
for the rapidly igrowing department 
of political science, which had been 
the target for much of the criticism 
at the university, remained station- 
ary as they had done for many 
years. This, by the way, is a 
method for disciplining recalcitrant 
professors which has been frequent- 
ly found effective. 

As a result of the pressure, one 
professor had resigned to accept a 
position which he had spurned the 
year before, and discontent was 
prevalent. 



IN 1910, following the "trial of 
Prof. Ross, the students of the se- 
nior class presented to the univer- 
sity a tablet containing the famous 
words of the committee reporting in 
the heresy trial of Prof. Richard T. 
Ely: "Whatever may be the limi- 
tations which trammel Inquiry else- 
where, we believe that the great 
University of Wisconsin should even 
encourage that continual and fear- 
less sifting and winnowing by which 
alone truth can be found.'* The re- 
gents, presumably thinking that the 
tablet was a slur upon their curious 
investigation into the Ross case, re- 
fused to permit this tablet a place 
on the campus. Some of the stu- 
dents, on my recent visit, made an 
endeavor to locate this tablet, but 
their quest was in vain. I after- 
wards found that this gift was rest- 
ing in the cellar of one of the uni- 
versity buildings covered with dust. 
A movement is said to be on foot 
to bring the tablet to light, in the 
hope that those who pass may be re- 
minded of the Ideals for which the 
university should stand. The treat- 
ment accorded to the tablet, to 1^3 
minds of many bears a close paral- 
lel to the treatment recently accord- 
ed to free speech at the University 
of Wisconsin. The future status of 
this student's present will be watch- 
ed with interest. 



CORRECTION.— In the article by 
Arthur W. Calhoun In The Amer- 
ican Socialist, July 17, it was stated 
that Maryville College, was at Ma- 
ryville, Ohio. It should have been 
Maryville, Tenn. 



WAED LOST JOB AT HAMILTON 
COLLEGE FOB BEING SOCIALIST. 

Edward J. Ward, at present the 
chief of the bureau of Civic and 
Social Center Development, of the 
University of Wisconsin, was form- 
erly a member of the faculty 0$ 
Hamilton College in New York state* 
Ward *rm an acknowledged social 



WAR AND HELL, OR 
PEACE AND STARVATION 



By EUGENE V. DEBS 



BECAUSE THE workers havei everything to lose, including 
their lives, and absolutely nothing to gain in war, it does 
not follow under the benevolent rule of capitalism that they have 
everything to gain and nothing to lose in peace. In Europe just 
now the workers have war and hell while in this country they are 
enjoying peace and starvation. That there may be no mistake 
about the latter condition I quote from the highest capitalistic 
authority, the associated press, wliich carries the following dis- 
patch : 

"Columbus, O., July 26th, 1915 — Reports received here today 
from militia officers who have charge of the distribution of food sup- 
plies among destitute families in the Southern Ohio coal mining dis- 
tricts, prompted state offcials to send out additional appeals for con- 
tributions to aid in the relief work. 

"The reports showed that a large number of these 10,000 families 
in the Hocking and Sunday creek valleys are dependent on outside 
aid for food. In describing conditions, the word 'pitiable' appeared 
frequently in the reports. There is no strike in these districts but 
most of the miners are out of work owing to the shutting down of 
the mines." 

There is much more of the dispatch but this is enough. There 
is no war in this country and there is no strike in Ohio. Instead 
of war and hell such as they have in Europe they have peace and 
starvation in Ohio. The soldiers who are asphixiated in the 
trenches have one advantage in war over their fellow- workers 
who are starving in the mining camps in peace — their agony is! 
reduced to hours, perhaps minutes, instead of being prolonged to 
a life-time. Blessed are they who are speedily reduced to worm- 
food, for they shall not see their offspring starve in the midst of 
plenty I 



IT IS NOT the misfortune of the miners that condemns them 
to see their wives and children starving before their eyes in a 
state bursting with riches they themselves produced; it is their 
folly and crime in common with the folly and crime of the people 
among whom they live. 

The men who shut down the mines and locked out the min- 
ers and are now starving them and their families are not among 
those crying for relief. They own the mines and control the jobs 
and can shut out and starve the miners at will — by grace of 
the miners themselves, an overwhelming majority of whom be- 
long to the same capitalist party their masters do and cast their 
votes with scrupulous fidelity to perpetuate the boss ownership 
of the mine in which they work and their own exclusion and 
starvation at their master's will. 

Blessed be the private ownership of the mines for without it 
the miners and their wives would lose their individuality, their 
homes would be broken up, their morality destroyed, their reli- 
gion wiped out, and they would be denied forever the comfort 
and solace of poverty and starvation ! 

When the miners themselves control the mines, once they 
have learned how to control themselves, they will not lock them- 
selves out and starve themselves and their loved ones to death. 
The bosses are very kindly doing this for them but only because, 
the miners themselves, by their votes and otherwise, have so 
willed it. 

The bosses lose their power and along with it their jobs 
when the workers find theirs. _ ( 



BUT I ONLY meant to show that in peace as in war the 
workers are the losers ; if they are not killed in war they are starv- 
ed in peace ; if they escape the trenches they are reserved for the 
slave pits. 

The bosses are always the beneficiaries; the workers always 
the victims. The Rockefellers never lose and the Lawsons never 
win. Such is capitalism and the workers who side with the boss- 
es and support capitalism politically and otherwise, and are there- 
fore responsible for capitalism, are also responsible for the hell 
they get in war and the starvation they suffer in peace; 



1st, and held his red card in the 
party, paid up to May 1, 1907, on 
which date he was dropped from 
the, faculty at Hamilton, because as 
President Stryker said, his "views 
in the master of political economy 
did not conform with those of the 
maintainors of Hamilton." There 
was no attempt on the part of the 
university authorities to cover up 
^fche- fact' that they did-.not wish* a 
taaa- who held Ww^b sociologjcal 



opinions to instruct the youth of the 
college. 

Ward was more fortunate than 
some of his fellow-radicals who 
have likewise lost their positions, 
in that the fact that he was more 
interested in what appeared to him 
right than he was in keeping his 
job, /militated in his favor, and was 
an important factor in hia securing 
an ^gagement in Rochester as dlr- 
mti&X&.&gr wcreatiawtf mod jftcial 



center activities of the city. For 
one time, at least, the school au- 
thorities recognized the fact that 
the characteristic of loyalty to con-> 
viction was an important asset in 
favor of a city employe, and pro- 
ceeded to employ Ward with this 
in mind. 



Capitalism has the ethics of the 
tooth and claw. Socialism possesses 
the idealism of the philosopher, 
seeking to end all adverse conditions 
and make this truly a good and safe 
world. 



Capitalism has tied up the land 
until no .one can farm unless he 
jants or '.'kicks in" with .a_big in- 
vestment.- Socialism will afford all 
access to the land, without inter- 
ference by our ignoble nobility of 
landlords. 



Capitalism has placed the markets 
in control of a transportation trust, 
till the people are not free to buy 
or sell. Socialism will remove the 
toll gates from the road to market, 
and thus bring free exchange. 



Capitalism has made the Republi- 
can "representative government" a 
sham, without a wage earner or 
farmer in high public office. So- 
cialism will make the government 
actually representative of the mass- 
es of the people. 

Capitalism has caused the Demo- 
cratic party to enact property quali- 
fications to the ballot and to de- 
ny suffrage to women. Socialism 
will establish actual democracy in- 
stead of fake democracy. 



Capitalism has bonded nations, 
states and counties until it has con- 
trolling investment in them all. So- 
cialism will free governments until 
it will, be possible for them to really 
serve the people. 

Capitalism has created million- 
aires and paupers, a master and a 
slave class. Socialism will abolish 
privilege and thus put an end to 
classes. 



Capitalism is a blatent hypocrite 
in olaiming to be religious, since it 
lives entirely through robbing the 
workers. Socialism will make it 
possible for real religion to exist, 
and for spirituality to blossom on a 
plant deep rooted in good material 
earth. 



Jesus probably never was a So- 
cialist, yet capitalism could not 
exist a week if genuine Christian- 



Mr. Morgan must be protected in 
his right to help kill European work- 
ers, even though 100,000 American 
workers have to be sacrificed to pro- 
tect him in this plute privilege. 

Stocks and bonds are only "scraps 
of paper." Thank Shylock for the 
phrase. 

They who want all should be re- 
duced to want to work. 



For the platforms of 1916 let Re- 
publicans and Democrats put plain 
toilers. They are the planks they 
always walk on. 



The politicians are hunting issues 
for 1916. Suppose they make an ex- 
hibit of tramps, paupers, prostitutes, 
plutocrats and cripples they have 
made, and let it go at that. 



Someone suggests that it is the 
workers and not the capitalists who 
overeat. However, not many work- 
ers have hog bellies or suffer from 
gout. 



The thrifty masters are preparing 
for winter. The sissies are stewed, 
traditions are preserved, and the 
workers are canned, just as usual. 



Almost everything is true in part, 
but no one Statement, standing alone, 



ANOTHER GREAT RECORF 



HP HE AMERICAN SOCIALIST has another great financial record to iti 
■*- credit, this time for the six months' period closing June 30, i918t 
The report of the auditors has just been completed and shows the small 
deficit of $252.06 checked up against our paper. 

This amount, however, is more than offset by the expense of the ad- 
vance work that has been done for the great lecture course this winter. 
All of the 6,000 locals of the Socialist Party were circularized twice in an 
attempt to get them to join in this great effort. Much literature had to 
be gotten out and other necessary work done and this cost money that 
will not come back until this fall and winter. 



BUT IN spite of this preliminary expense for the lecture course T 
American Socialist would have shown a profit for the six months' perioc 
if the comrades had not slowed up in May and June in their work tt 
keep the circulation continually rising. The slack summer period hit the 
paper when all that was needed was another little spurt to keep the 
paper's finances in the most encouraging shape. But that will be forth- 
coming now that the summer months are passing and the active work of 
the fall will soon be upon us. 

It was with the hope that the sub hustlers of The American Socialist 
would keep right on working, in season and out, that several efforts were 
made to improve the paper. 

The great "CARRY YOUR CITY FOR SOCIALISM" issue that ap- 
peared in March, during the spring municipal campaigns, contained six 
pages, so that the insert two pages with all the official business and rout- 
ine matter could be dropped, making an excellent four-page propaganda 
paper for the bundle order edition. This six-page issue cost about $150 
more than a four-page issue. In several issues during the past six months 
we have also had a sprinkling of real Socialist red on the first page, 
which also adds to the printing bill. The engraver also charges us for 
making cuts of Ryan Walker's famous cartoons, an expense we did not 
have the previous six months. So the paper is moving forward just as 
fast as the finances will allow — and no faster. 

The paper must be a big asset, financially and in every other way, 
during these trying times. One year ago the financial report showed a 
deficit of $2,301.97 for the old Party Builder, for a similar six months' 
period. Had the old Bulletin, which preceded The Party Builder, been 
issued during the past six months, it would have entailed an expense of 
probably $2,000, appearing once a month instead of each week, and would 
have been read by only 5,000 instead of more than 50,000, as The Amer- 
ican Socialist goes directly into that number of homes, while The Bulletin 
was sent in ibundles to the secretaries of the locals, and thus many mem- 
bers did not get to see them. 



THE ESTABLISHMENT of The American Socialist therefore saved 
enough money for the party to more than pay the entire expense of the 
Young People's and the Woman's Departments during the past year. But 
it must do even greater work during the coming year. And it cannot 
press on to new achievements without the enthusiastic support of every 
member of the Socialist Party. Every party member and every party 
sympathizer should not only be a subscriber to The American Socialist 
but also an energetic sub hustler. Get on the job. We are moving on to 
1916! 



ALL STATE SECRETARIES TO 
JOIN BIG 1916 CAMPAIGN. 

With the "ORGANIZE FOR 1916" 
fund now having almost reached the 
first $1,000 mark, Nation-; Executive 
Secretary Walter Lanfersiek is 
sending out a letter to all of the 
Socialist Party state secretaries 
urging them to join in the growing 
1916 campaign. The letter in full 
is as follows: 

"The dull summer months 
are now rapidly passing. Labor 
Day, the fall months and the 
big work of 'ORGANIZE FOR 
1916!' are right ahead of us,~ 
What are you doing to reawak-, 
en activity in your state. 

"There is a big note of in- 
spiration coming out cf the 
West. Great organizing cam- 
paigns are under way in the 
states of Montana, Washington 
and Oregon. There is great act- 
ivity in the East. The Social- 
ists in the four states of Mass- 
achusetts, New York, New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania are do- 
ing big work in the suffrage 
campaigns in those states. 

"The national organization is 
hard at work. The June meet- 
ing of the National Executive 
Committee prepared the plans 
and issued the call to finance 
the campaign to "ORGANIZE 
FOR 1916!" The first $1,000 to 
push this campaign has almost 
been raised. The real work of 
this great organizing effort is 
now under way. 
"Every State Secretary should 
. line up in a solid phalanx be- 
hind this big undertaking. Up- . - 
on its success depends our jmicv . 
cess in, the i£M 



campaign, which will mark an 
epoch in the long struggle which 
must finally, and no one knows 
how soon, result in the complete 
overthrow of the profit system 
and the emancipation of labor 
from wage slavery. 

"Send out a stirring letter to 
the locals in your state urging 
them to send in the $2 asked by 
the national executive commit- 
tee. In every letter you send 
out mention the "ORGANIZE 
FOR 1916!" campaign. Send 
stories and articles to the So- 
cialist and labor papers in your 
state. And be sure to keep this 
office in close touch with your 
every activity. We need your 
help and you need ours. Send 
in your suggestions. Suggestions 
will be sent to you from time 
to time." 

Don't you see that campaign to 
"ORGANIZE FOR 1916!" gradually 
growing in power. It is spreading 
over the land. Turn to Page 2 for 
another great article on organiza- 
tion. There you will also find the 
latest contributors to the "ORGAN- 
IZE FOR 1916 FUND!" 



Capitalism lies when it claims to 
employ labor. It merely keeps labor 
from employing itself except as it 
will submit to exploitation. Social- 
ism will remove the barriers capital- 
ism has set up, and 'hen it will be 
found that every man owns his own 
job. 



The workers on the firing line in 
Europe supposed they were fight- 
ing. . It is all a mistake. They were 
merely making bonds, and riveting 
them ,00 the limbs of their children. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 

i- Here is ail the week's news worth 
' JrtUU boiled down for workers so 
;*vmr fighting for SoCiaMsm they do 
not hare time to read the dally cap- 
italist, press. 
I ' l f l ■■' 



MONDAY, JULY 26. 
v St* inquiries seek to fix blame for East- 
tttd disaster at Chicago, while efforts are 
mad* to find 413 more bodies in river. 
TAttettdance at the Panama-Pacific ex- 
pdMtlon now totals -*,000,000. 

Sinking of American steamship Leelan- 
«W b* German submarine in North Sea 
«9«ns new V. S. controversy. 

TUESDAY, JULY 27. 

Bosnians stop Teuton drives near War- 
saw, Oermans sink .12 boats. 

Bight miners killed in gas explosion at 
Christopher, 111. . 

Haiti's revolutionists* burn palace and 
capture capital as government Is execut- 

te ^nffi! ^taSy" Is ' forcing Austria into 
giant retreat. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28. 
- United States marines rule at Pert An 
tiuuk, the capital of Haiti, after assassln- 
sWKmb.' of president. . 
V Coroner's Jury on Eastland disaster in 
Chicago returns verdict holding six men, 
company officials and federal inspectors, 
to grand jury on manslaughter charges. 
THURSDAY, JULY 29. 
' Charles Becker, former New York police 
lieutenant, put to death in- electric cnali 
*t fling Sing, for murder of Herman Bos- 
Stttoat, gambler, three years ago. 

Spetdy evacuation of Warsaw and all 
tt Poland Indicated in dispatches received 
.fli London from Petrograd. 

President Wilson's secretary of com- 
atnrce, Redfleld, In Chicago, Is trying to 
hlte^waeh government officials of blame 
ft Eastland disaster. 

FRIDAY, JULY 30. 
President Wilson plans to make member 
Madero's cabinet chief of Mexico wlth- 
at armed intervention. 
Mob^mms negro at the stake at Teni- 
ae Teit, for part in murder of three 

A jftgro' parolled from Pontlac Reformatory 
tA slulnols slays woman who had be- 
M_ded him. 

" fwo U. S. Marines killed at Haiti and 
battleship is ordered sent to Port Au 
Mace. 

SATURDAY, JULY 31. 
BttMla strives to save army in retreat 
from Warsaw. Germans press on and 
PoUSh oapltal may fall at any hour. 

Labor's National Peace Council meets 
at Waahngton, D. O. Favors embargo on 
vmt and government ownership of war 
initios factories. 

Oixttxizi. aimr taking food to Mexico 
Mty. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1. 

1,700 passengers In panic on excursion 
boat at New York City as they fear an- 
other Eastland disaster. 

Col. Roosevelt passes through Chicago 
•till claiming to be progressive. 

Militia ordered out to war on strikers 
at plant of Aluminum Co., at Massena, 
N. Y. 

BLOOD AND WHITEWASH. 

The murder of more than 1,000 
men, women and children in the 
Steamship Eastland disaster at Chi- 
cago, Saturday, July 24, is another 
Woody crime added to the already 
long list to which the national de- 
mocratic administration must plead 
"Guilty!" 

All the whitewash in the world 
will not enable Secretary Redfield 
of the department of commerce, 
Wilfeon's man on the scene of death, 
to. wipe out the blood guiltiness of 
the national government. Blood is 
thicker than whitewash. 

Redfield represents the profiteers 
in the Wilson cabinet — not the work- 
ing class families that went down 
with the Eastland to their watery 
graves. Wilson appointed Redfield 
.as a sop to the big business inter- 
ests that helped elect him. At that 
time, and when the national admin- 
istration failed to pass and enforce 
the sea safety laws urged l by the 
Seamen's union, the death warrant 
was written for more than a thous- 
and human beings. 

True to the trust placed in him, 
Which Is the protection of the inter- 
ests of big business, Redfield is in 
Chicago, trying to whitewash the 
money-owned department of com- 
.merce, attempting to cleanse the 
blood of the dead from the hands 
of steamship magnates, trying to 
place the blame on anyone and any- 
where except where it rightfully, be- 
longs. 

After following the Redfield in- 
vestigation for a week, even The 
Chicago Tribune, bulwark of privi- 
lege, has finally come to the con- 
clusion that, "The disaster of Satur- 
day was a grotesque dream. The 
Eastland did not sink. It is not now 
on its side in the river. It is out 
In the lake, perfectly sea worthy, 
loaded to its capacity with passen- 
gers, protected by the best of all 
laws and the most scrupulous of all 
inspectors." 

Of course that is what Redfield 
wants Chicago to think. He wants 
to renew the faith of its people in 
the rotten hulks that ply the lakes, 
Jte wants to see these "Deathlands" 
piled high with human freight so 
that the profits of the ship magnates 
Will increase, and more firmly chain 
helpless humanity to another East- 
land disaster. " 

What Redfield plans right now for 
Chicago, Wilson has all the time 
been planning ' for the nation. He 
says that the present industrial de- 
pfession is merely "psychological" 
but as poverty, and unemployment 
increase, the dawn of his "psycho- 
logical" prosperity never comes to 
prosperity never comes to drive 
Jrive away the capitalist night. 

It js because blood is thicker than 
whitewash that Redfield will not be 
able to make Chicago forget its 
1,000 dead and Wilson will not suc- 
ceed In blinding the masses to the 



fact that his administration has de- 
livered more blows at prostrate 
labor than any preceding it. 

Blood is thicker than white wash 
and the Eastland disaster will go 
down side by side witn the Ludlow 
massacre in Colorado, the Christ- 
mas Eve tragedy in. Michigan's cop- 
per country, and the attack of the 
"Death Special" on the striking 
miners' tented city of Holly Grove, 
West Virginia. 

From an authentic source, The 
American Socialist has learned that 
the legal satellites of the Wilson 
administration purposedly prepared 
a case against the government tak- 
ing over the Colorado coal mines, 
because this would be too big an 
invasion of the rights of the vested 
interests. The government could 
have taken over the Colorado coal 
mines and by so doing it could have 
prevented the Ludlow massacre. 
But what do the lives of a few work- 
ing men, their wives and their 
children, amount to when compared 
to the sacred right of private pro- 
perty, which must, be maintained at 
all costs. 

New Jersey produced Wilson. It 
also produced Paterson, Roosevelt 
and Bayonne, scenes of strikes that 
all demanded their toll of lives 
from the ranks of labor in revolt 
Every step that the national admin- 
istration has taken in any of these 
tragedies in human progress" has 
been on the side of the whitewash- 
ing forces and against the efforts 
being put forth to prevent the sim- 
ilar shedding of human blood in 
days to come. Let the class that 
labors remember thiB when the year 
1916 arrives with its presidential 
election. 



THEIR 0NLT FRIENDS. 

The Wisconsin Federation of La- 
bor has just met in annual conven- 
tion. Since Wisconsin is being gra- 
dually won for Socialism there was 
a growing Socialist sentiment at the 
gathering. 

State labor federations are organ- 
ized parallel to one of the nation's 
political divisions. The activities of 
these federations, therefore, become 
largely political instead of indust- 
rial. Funds are raised to elect men 
to the state lawmaking bodies and 
then later lobbies are chosen to 
watch the legislators at work. Dur- 
ing the past winter labor lobbies 
were in evidence at all of the state 
legislatures. 

In Wisconsin labor has already 
learned many lessons that are still 
unlearned in other states. • It has 
learned that it has no friends among 
the old party politicians and as a 
result eight Socialists have been 
sent to the state legislature to leg- 
islate for labor. The Wisconsin la- 
bor federation, after the experiences 
of the past winter, voted again that 
it can expect nothing from repub- 
licans, democrats or progressives. 
And it must be remembered that 
Wisconsin is the state that gave 
Robert M. LaFoliette to the so- 
called progressive movement in pol- 
itics. 

The state federation especially 
commended the Socialist legislators 
for urging laws to promote the ad- 
vancement of education, free text 
books, shorter workday, public own- 
ership, minimum wage, protection 
against injunctions and improved 
compensation laws. Similar meas- 
ures were championed by Socialists 
in a dozen other legislatures last 
winter in states where the workers 
had awakened sufficiently to elect 
Socialists instead of the represen- 
tatives of the master class. 

The Socialists are the only friends 
of the workers because the Social- 
ist Party is an organization of 
workingmen who realize that labor 
must emancipate itself from wage 
slavery through its own efforts. 
Which is identical with saying that 
awakened labor is the only friend 
that labor has. It would have more 
friends if more workers would open 
their eyes and see that Rockefeller, 
Carnegie, and all the other tyrants 
of industry have no intentions of 
getting off their backs until they are 
pushed off. 



HALT REAL INVESTIGATION. 

There might have been a real in- 
vestigation of the Eastland disaster 
in Chicago. But the (republicans and 
democrats elected to office with the 
campaign funds provided by the 
plutes saw to it that there wasn't. 

When the Chicago City council 
met in special session to discuss the 
Eastland disaster, William E. Rod- 
riguez, Socialist alderman from the 
fifteenth ward, seeing that the other 
aldermen intended doing nothing ex- 
cept express their sympathy to the 
survivors of the 1,000 dead, offered 
a resolution, providing for a real 
investigation. If Rodriguez' resolu- 
tion had passed, and if the city 
council had followed its usual cust- 
om, the Socialist alderman would 
have been made chairman of the 
special investigating committee. 

To permit such an investigation, 
however, would have been a greater 
catastrophe, in the minds of the 
Chicago anti-Socialist aldermen, 
than the sacrifice of the 1,000 vict- 
ims. So the adroit political tools of 
the shipping interests immediately 
amended the proposition so that the 
investigation would be made by the 
subservient wharves #nd bridges 
committee of the council. Where the 
investigation will slumber and die 
of old age with all other measures 
aiming to safeguard human* life. 



If an agitator should denounce 
privilege today as the old Hebrew 
prophets did, he would- be thrust 
into prison immediately — just as 
Jeremiah was of old and as Pat 
Quinlan was day before yesterday. 



The American workers would be 
imprisoned if they were to furnish 
arms to revolutionists or arm them- 
selves. Yet the government pro- 
tects Morgan in arming the work- 
ers of Europe to kill each other. 



To ask a fellow man for a job is 
to ask him for the right to live on 
the earth. Why should one man 
have such power over another? 



Capitalism compels enlistment for 
murder. Socialism will stop kill- 
ing. '. . 



ORGANIZATION — THE CRYING NEED 



EDITOR'S NOTE. — The slogan of the Socialist Party, "ORGANIZE FOR 
1916" is being heard In the land. The forces of progress are rallying everywhere 
in the campaign to prepare for the 1916 presidential struggle. The Appeal to 
Reason, the great Socialist weekly, at the request of the National Office of the 
Socialist Party, is publishing a series of articles on organisation. The second of 
these is by Arthur LeSueur, member of the National Executive Committee, which 
The Appeal states "will convince any Socialist sympathiser that his place is in the 
Socialist Party organisation. The American Socialist herewith reproduces this art- 
icle. After reading it, and if you are not now a member of the Socialist Party, 
drop a postal card to the National Office, Socialist Party, 80S West Madison St., 
Chicago, 111., and you will reoelve immediately the necessary information to get 
you in touch with the nearest local secretary. 

______ + , 



By ARTHUR Le SUEUR 

AS HUMAN life has Increased in 
density on the earth so have 
the complexities of social relation- 
ship increased until today organiza- 
tion is essential even to life itself. 

This idea of organization is so 
widely understood at the present 
time that it Is universally accepted 
as a vital truth and we see men 
and women everywhere act upon it 
as such. 

The workers attempt to organize; 
the capitalists are organized; the 
churches are organized; schools are 
organized; political parties are or- 
ganized; fraternal organizations 
spring up over night. Everywhere 
we see organization as the watch- 
word of the mass. Everywhere this 
truth is recognized and understood 
as being essential to social life and 
co-operative activities. 

Most of these organizations have 
high ideals and great purposes as 
their primal force. The human 
mind, however, is apt to be dog- 
matic, and having discovered a 
fragment of truth holds to that with 
such tenacity that it cannot see the 
real relationship of this fragment 
with other fragments of truth, and 
failing in that fails utterly. 

This accounts for the condition 
which we find among all organiza- 
tions today, wherein the organiza- 
tion itself is looked upon as an end, 
instead of as a means to the ac- 
complishment of the ideal that gave 
the organization birth. 



IN OTHER words, all of these dif- 
ferent human organizations are 
composed of individual human units 
and the forces that rule these organ- 
izations are so bound up with the 
idea of the success of the organiza- 
tion as such that they forget the ef- 
fect of the organization on the hum- 
an units that compose it, and, there- 
fore, the aim is directed towards a 
wrong end. That is to say, the size 
and strength of the organization are 
looked upon as essential, regardless 
of the results to the units which 
compose the organization. 

A fire department may be ever so 
efficiently organized, yet If Its 
chemical engines be charged with 
gasoline they will put out very few 
fires. So we must recognize that 
the real aim of the Socialist party 
organization IS EDUCATION. 

The class conscious worker has 
gone through the real revolutionary 
process. That is why he is class 
conscious. 

The revolution of which we So- 
cialists speak is in the mental at- 
titude of the workers towards the 
shirkers. This change from one of 
abject submission to our task-mas- 
ters to a burning enthusiasm for in- 
dustrial freedom is a revolutionary 
change. 

It is one that can be accomplished 
only by education. Therefore, edu- 
cation is the real means to bring 
about the revolution. This fact is 
recognized by the master class. 

The recognition of it explains the 
efforts of the masters to control all 
the avenues of education. 



EDUCATION, THEN, should be 
the aim of the Socialist party or- 
ganization, as the only means of 
permanent advance towards the 
revolution. 

The Socialist party organization 
has been no exception to the rules 
stated concerning the general ten- 
dency of organization to lose sight 
of its real purpose. That this has 
affected to a large degree its true 
aim in the effort to build a purely 
large, strong political organization 
must be admitted. That in order 
to become the real class conscious 
fighting organization that it was in- 
tended to be it must come back to 
a realization of the necessity for 
economic co-operation and to educa- 
tion as the fundamental purpose of 
the organization before it will ever 
succeed in doing the things which 
it is intended that the Socialist par- 
ty organization should do. 

For. instance, by devoting all of 
our time and our energies In the or- 
ganization to purely vote-getting 
tactics we are compelled to do over 
and over again the same kind of 
work In the same kind of way for 
the same kind of apathetic voters. 
Whereas, when one real class-con- 
scious rebel has been produced 
through the educational means a 
new force has been launched. 
Backed by the power of the organ- 
ization he becomes at once a fight- 
ing unit for the accomplishment of 
the real aim of the Socialist move- 
ment. 

The organization is thus strength- 
ened in its fight for the emancipa- 
tion of the working class; while, no 
matter how often we may win pol- 
itical victories, if the organization 
does not back them up with real 
educational propaganda the political 
victories become liabilities instead 
of assets in the final balance. 

Organization is, however, the 
main essential for successful work, 
politicallly or economically, but the 
true aim should never be lost sight 
of and the organization should be 
made the servant of the movement 
instead of its master. 



FOR INSTANCE, you may take 
loose particles of iron, scraps and 
what-not and attempt to Split a log 
with them and you will never suc- 
ceed, and the more of those scraps 
of iron that you drive into the log 
the harder will you make It to ac- 
complish the task. But let the 
blacksmith "organize" the iron 
scraps by welding together all of 
these disorganized pieces .or units, 
sharpened at one end, hardened and 
tampered, gradually broadened to 
the shape of a wedge and drive that 
into the log and it roust part because 
the scraps of if on art now orjfca. 



ized and united with a definite aim 
in view and they cannot fail to serve 
their purpose. 

And so we must, if we would suc- 
ceed, direct the aim of the organiza- 
tion toward a specified end. Calcu- 
late all our activities toward the ac- 
complishment of that end which Is 
not the establishment of a big, 
strong political organization, but 
the establishment of the industrial 
commonwealth. 

Therefore, the aim should be not 
simply at getting voteB, but at edu- 
cation for the industrial common- 
wealth. If this is done successfully 
the iblg, strong organization .will 
follow as naturally as day follows 
night. But there Is no sufficient 
purpose or ideal behind the bare 
aim to build a big organization to 
influence large masses of people to 
get into the work. There is, how- 
ever, room for such enthusiasm be- 
hind the Ideal of education for the 
industrial commonwealth, and only 
as our organization aims at this re- 
sult can it secure the enthusiastic 
support of all classes of workers 
who are aiming at this end. 



COMRADES, GET into the game 
and build the organization. Build 
it by paying your dues. Build it 
by attending your local meetings, 
and helping to keep its aims and 
ideals true to their revolutionary 
purpose. 

Build it by aiding the unmuzzled 
press to get the facts before the 
workers so they may join us in the 
building. Comrades, Socialist senti- 
ment is far in advance of our or- 
ganization. Let us go to work to 
gather the harvest. AGITATE, OR- 
GANIZE, EDUCATE, for Industrial 
liberty, democracy of opportunity. 
Organization properly directed so 
as to unite and cryj3talize the revo- 
lutionary sentiment in the United 
States will win the battle for a job 
and its product. Nothing else will. 
So on with organization for the edu- 
cation of the workers and industrial 
freedom. 
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OrriOIAL BUSINBSB. 
NATIONAL REFERENDUM. 
By Local Marx, Seattle, Wash. 
To amend Article II, of the National 
Constitution of the Socialist Party, by 
addition of the following section: 

"Any member of the party who admits, 
professes or advocates beliefs contrary to 
the whole or any part of the pledge in 
the membership application as required 
above shall be expelled from membership 
in the party." 

COMMENT. 

. "Manifestly anyone who cancels, re- 
nounces or repudiates the conditions upon 
which he secured membership is not en- 
titled continuance of such privilege." 

Seven members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, August 7, 1915. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111.. July 80, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I herewith report the 
result of the first ballot for the committee 
on Constitution. 

The votes cast for each candidate are 
as follows: 

BEARDSLEY: Kirkpatrick, Duncan, 
Streiff, Beardsley, Hillquit, Johnston, Mil- 
lard, Berger, Allen, Norton, Holt, Metcalf, 
MoCrillis, Sinclair, Slayton, Rodrigues, 
Seidel, Irish, Solomon, Tiller. TOTAL 20. 

DEMAREST: Neistadt, Terlisner. TO- 
TAL, 2. 

GOEBEL: Jones, Klrkpatriok, Duncan, 
Beardsley, Raymond, Doyle, Hillquit, 
Robertson, Allen, Norton, Wilkins, Holt, 
Gilleard, Metcalf, Whaley, McCrillis, Sin- 
clair, Warnock, Kintzer, Oyler, Slayton, 
Irish, Finke, Maurer. TOTAL 24. 

IRISH: Reid, Beardsley, Eberhard, 
Bell, Slayton, Solomon, Maurer. TOTAL 

' KATTERFELD: Pimbley, Katterfeid, 
Griffiths, Reid, Duncan, Raymond, Doyle, 
Neistadt, Gilleard, Metcalf, Whaley, Mc- 
Crillis, Sinclair, Warnock, Latimer, Kin- 
tier, Oyler, Bell, Ruthenberg. TOTAL 19. 

LANFERSIEK : Seidel, Rodrigues, 
Latimer, Warnock, Gilleard, Holt, Hamil- 
ton, Eberhard, Allen, Robertson, Berger, 
Neistadt, Williams, Millard, Johnston, 
Raymond, Beardsley, Streiff, jyattles, 
Reid, Griffiths, Maurer, Jones, Irish, Ter- 
lisner. TOTAL 25. 

LUNN: Seidel, Rodrigues, Holt, Gil- 
leard, Hamilton, Eberhard, Berger, Wil- 
liams, Johnston, Streiff, Watties, Grif- 
fiths, Jones, Wilkins, Metcalf, Finke, 
Slayton. TOTAL 17. 

REID: Latimer, Allen, Reid, Bell, Kat- 
terfeid, Whaley, Kintzer, Oyler, Tiller, 
Pimbley, Johnston, Ruthenberg. TOTAL 
12. 

RINGLER: Latimer, Oyler, Tiller, 
Hamilton, Berger, Slayton, Solomon, Sin- 
clair, Hillquit, Irish, Beardsley, Millard, 
Warnock, Maurer. TOTAL 14. 

ROEWEK: Robertson, Duncan, Norton, 
McCrillis, Kirkpatrick, Jones, Wattles, 
Streiff, Williams, Eberhard, Rodriguez, 
Seidel, Millard, Irish, Hillquit, Solomon, 
Hamilton. TOTAL, 17. 

RUTHENBERG: Wilkins, Finke, Doyle, 
Raymond, Neistadt, Latimer, Oyler, Sin- 
clair, Warnock, Allen, Reid, Bell, Katter- 
feid, Whaley, Kintxer Pimbley, Solomon, 
Norton. TOTAL 18. 

THOMPSON: Wilkins, Finke, Raymond, 
Neistadt, Whaley, Norton, Robertson, Dun- 
can, Kirkpatrick, Jones, Wattles, Streiff, 
Williams, Eberhard, Millard, Hillquit, 
Hamilton. Johnston, Berger, Metcalf, Grif- 
fiths, Gilleard, Holt, Terlisner, Maurer. 
TOTAL 25. 

WILLIAMS: Griffiths, Williams, Wat- 
tles, Wilkins, Katterfeid, Kintzer, Rodri- 
guez, Seidel, Tiller, Finke, Robertson, 
Kirkpatriak, Terlisner. , TOTAL, 18. 

WILSON: Tiller, Katterfeid, McCril- 
lis. TOTAL, 8. 

NOT VOTING: Wilk, Clark, Stedman, 
Brewer, Nuorteva, Roewer, Garver, Nichols, 
Goebel, Demarest, Lunn, Strebel, LeSueur, 
Leeland, Rasmussen, Suitor, Burgess, Sad- 
ler. TOTAL NOT VOTING, 18. 

Total number of votes cast, 46. 

By rule 10 of your eommittee a majority 
is necessary to eleoi, and I am, therefore, 
resubmitting the ten names receiving- the 
highest number of votes. " > 

Kindly use the enclosed ballot. Vote, 
closes AtCTGUST SMtu \ 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago, 111., July 26, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to sou here- 
with the following motion: 
National Executive Committee Motion (F). 
By Goebel. 

"That the request of Upton Sinclair 
that the publishers of his new book be 
allowed to send circulars concerning same 
to our local secretaries, the party to be 
at no expense, and the list not given 
outside the office." 

COMMENT. 

"I know something of the new book, 
and believe it is worth giving a boost. 
In fact, because of the peouliar character 
of it, I feel it would be well if each Local 
had among its membership at least one 
copy. ' ' 

Kindly use the enclosed ballot. Vote 
closes August 7th. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Waltei Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



Chicago, 111., July 27, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — At the May meeting 
of the National Executive Committee, a 
communication was presented from Manuel 
F. Rojas, State Secretary of the Socialist 
Party of Porto Rico, in which application 
was made for affiliation with the national 
organization of the Socialist Party of The 
United States. I was instructed to secure 
all possible information regarding , the 
Porto Rican organization, and to submit 
same to your committee. • 

I communicated with Comrade Rojas, 
sending him the platform and the National 
'Constitution of our party. I am in re- 
ceipt of a letter from him, stating that the 
platform and constitution had been trans- 
lated and submitted to their organization 
for adoption, and that the referendum to 
adopt had carried. He forwarded com- 
plete list of names and addresses of the 
358 members, with a remittance of $17.65 
to cover a month's national dues. They 
have 18 "sections'' or locals, and seem to 
be very well organized. 

I would recommend that the Porto Rican 
organization be issued a charter as a ter- 
ritorial organization, as in Alaska. I do 
not like to delay the matter until the next 
meeting, as they are very eager to 'be- 
come a part of the Socialist Party of the 
United States and are hoping to receive 
their dues stamps and charter. They 
have been in correspondence with this of- 
fice for about six months. 

Kindly vote upon the following: 

QUERY: Shall the Socialist Party of 
Porto Rico be issued a charter as a ter- 
ritorial organization of the Socialist Party 
of the United States t 

Kindly use the enclosed voting blank. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



Chicago, 111., July 29, 1915. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I have to report as 
follows : 

On Motion (O) by Germer, submitted 
July 12. As reported to you on July 19, 
the vote of the request from Comrade 
Meyer London, relating to the peace pro- 
posals of the German comrades, disposes 
of the first part of Comrade Germer' s 
motion. On the second, "That we send 
Morris Hillquit to represent the Amer- 
ican Movement should a Peace Congress 
be held, Germer and Maurer vote YES. 
LeSueur votes NO. Seidel and Goebel, 
NOT VOTING. No action taken. LeSueur 
makes the following comment: 

"The National Executive Committee 
has neither the right nor power to declare 
the position of the American Movement. 
The matter with which the motion deals 
is controversial, and was tacitly left by 
the National Committee at its last meet- 
ing for solution by the delegate convention 
to be held in 1916. For the National 
Executive Committee to assume to delegate 
to one man the power which they them- 
selves do not possess, of binding the 
American Movement upon a matter of 
such vital import, would be humorous, if 
it were not dealing with the tragedy of 
international crime that is drenching the 
world in blood.", 

On Motion (D) by Germer, submitted 
July 17, "That until the next meeting of 
the National Executive Committee the 
wages of the Lithuanian Translator-Secre- 
tary be $15.00 per week." Germer, Mau- 
rer, Seidel and LeSueur vote YES. Goebel 
NOT VOTING. M/^ion carried. Seidel 
makes the following comment: 

"As this is provided for in the consti- 
tutor we have no option in the matter 
save to fix the amount of salary within 
the limits laid down by the constitution. 
The motion names the constitutional min- 
imum, and that is the best we can do." 

On Motion (E) by LeSueur, submitted 
July 19, "That Kendrick P. Shedd, now 
in Milwaukee, be employed at a salary of 
$100 per month, if his services can be 
procured, to write children's programs, 

Elaylets and songs for the use of Locals." 
eSueur votes YES. Maurer, Seidel and 
Goebel vote NO. Germer NOT VOTING. 
Motion lost. Goebel and Germer substi- 
tuted motions to hold Motion (E) in 
abeyance until the next meeting of your 
committee. As Motion (E) was lost be- 
fore these motions were received I did 
not submit them. Goebel and Seidel sub- 
mit comment as follows: 

GOEBEL: "While agreeing with the 
end sought by Comrade LeSueur, I do not 
believe we should appropriate money in 
a haphazard way, but rather that a bud- 
get, for propaganda and organization be 
arranged, just as we are trying to do for 
overhead expenses, thus making sure all 
desirable lines of activity are taken care 
of. I know of no one who appeals to me 
more strongly for such work, but these 
things should be taken up in relation to 
each other and to the party finances." 

SEIDEL: "At our meeting held June 
5 to 8, we decided to begin a campaign of 
organization using every available cent 
for the purpose. "NO INCREASED .EX- 
PENSES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE NATIONAL OFFICE — EVERY 
CENT FOR ORGANIZATION." This is 
quoted from a statement issued by our 
committee and sent to the Socialists of 
the country. I signed that statement and 
meant it; as I propose to keep faith with 
the comrades, I must vote NO." 

I am instructed by Comrade LeSueur to 
withdraw his motion (G), submitted July 
27, relating to the Universal Trading and 
Supply Co. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



Chicago, 111., August 2, 1915. 
To the Members of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Dear Comrades: — I am enclosing here- 
with a motion by Comrade Goebel which 
is submitted for your consideration. 
Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 
MOTION BY GOEBEL. 

"July 29, 1915. 
Dear Comrade: — I move that all action 
affecting changes in wages of Foreign 
Federation Translator - Secretaries, or in 
the Information Department, as proposed 
in your letter of the 24th, be referred to 
our September meeting. 

COMMENT. 
Every member of the National Execu- 
tive Committee knows that the matters 
related in the long statement~X)f Comrade 
Lanfersiek (which was published to the 
membership before the Committee members 
were given the courtesy of even time to 
consider it fully, contains nothing new, nor 
that was not known to Comrade Lanfer- 
siek himself months ago. At the National 
Committee meeting he must have known 
(as since disclosed) that the heads of all 
departments had signed a statement tak- 
ing issue with the roseate report he sub- 
mitted, and . which gave most of the mem- 
bers impressions of our financial future 
at variance with the facts, presented at 
our first meeting (in June). At that 
meeting of the National Executive Com- 
mittee these matters were discussed in 
full, together with the matter of possible 
retrenchment. But when I urged that we 
go to the membership with a true, frank 
statement of the conditions we. faced and 
an appeal for support, based on that frank- 
ness, Comrade Lanfersiek was among 
those who resisted my suggestion. 

Now, he rushes to the membership with 
vthe very things he did not before wish 
stated plainly, and, although it is but a 
few weeks to our next Executive Com- 
mittee meeting, proposes action that may 
cripple some, or most of the Foreign 
Federations without opportunity to be 
heard, in face of the admitted fact they 
pay in five thousand dollars more than 
they take Out, at 'the same time lifting 
from the party as a whole the burden and 
responsibility of propaganda among foreign 
speaking people. 

Again, at our last meeting we bad Com- 
rade Thompson present with us, and these 
changes could have been acted on with 
full knowledge as to whether they would 
- I mlityrfHWl W **Ting, No*vtrhlU 
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ses during the dull months, and has ar- 
ranged reductions more drastic than any 
other department, Comrade Lanfersiek 
submits a proposition that may completely 
disorganize Thompson's department with- 
out even consulting Thompson, nor advis- 
ing him of his proposed action. Is this 
comradely or fairf 

What the National Executive Committee 
should have wisdom and bravery enough 
to tell the membership is that the trouble 
in the National Office is not altogether, 
nor mainly one of finances, but to a large 
extent of temperamental limitations of 
Comrade Lanfersiek, which prevents him 
from having the large vision and ability 
to himself handled certain lines of action 
desperately needed, and the same time 
prevents him from being willing to give 
others the opportunity to make good, lest 
in some way his dignity or authority be 
trespassed upon. 

REPLY BY THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY. 

There is no discourtesy, actual, intended 
or implied, in my published statement, un- 
less Comrade Goebel takes the position 
that the Secretary should communicate only 
with the Executive Committee. The Se- 
cretary is responsible to the National Com- 
mittee and the membership. There were 
some things I considered all should know. 
I do not desire to be held responsible in 
any way for financial conditions that may 
arise next year. 

The simple and complete answer to much 
of Comrade Goebel 's comment, is that 
conditions may well be critioal at the end 
of ^July, although such conditions were 
not' foreseen in May or June. I am no 
prophet, nor the son of one. 

I have never opposed retrenchment. I 
have opposed increases in wages, but have 
been overruled. 

If the heads of departments ever signed 
a statement taking issue with any report 
of mine, I have never seen it, nor have 1 
heard of it until now. Many things are 
done that I do not know. Only recently 
two documents were issued from the Na- 
tional Office, both without my knowledge, 
and only one of which I have seen. 

I have never opposed frankness. It 
was on my initiative that the auditors 
during the last two years furnished figures 
on the exact cost of the various depart- 
ments. On many occasions I have published 
statements of our financial condition, all 
of- which were true to the best of my 
knowledge. Sinoe May the National Of- 
fice has suffered as all other business 
has suffered^ I have never been pessim- 
istic. But if a reasonable hopefulness is 
a crime, I am guilty. 

I supported the pending call for two 
dollars per Local for organization. This 
call is for a special purpose. But it ought 
not be necessary to call for money to do 
the ordinary work of the party. Continual 
asking for money will harm the party. 
Not more than ten percent responded to 
the 25 cents assessment in 1918. Perhaps 
five percent contributed to the one-day 
wage fund last year. Less than ten per 
cent of the locals have responded to the 
call of the Executive Committee this year. 
With the prestige of the Executive Com- 
mittee half the locals should respond, if 
they were in the mood for giving. 

Dues may drop, general receipts may 
fall, but the insatiable and rigidly open 
maw of wages must be filled. To show the 
difficulty of meeting the payroll, I might 
say that in 1912, wages were 51 per cent 
of the total receipts from dues, in 1913 
they were 53 pet cent, in 1914, 54 per 
cent, for the first six months of 1915 they 
are 69 per cent. 

I shall not reply to the personal attack 
in the last paragraph. Comrade Goebel 
is more experienced at that than I am. 
I concede, without discussion, that my 
limitations are many. 

But these paragraphs give me an op- 
portunity to discuss* certain conditions 
which are not generally known. 

The constitution recognizes the Execu- 
tive Secretary as the responsible official 
in charge of the National Office. That is 
a theory, not the fact. He is one of five 
co-ordinate officials, each of them being 
his equal. That fnis is the view of Com- 
rade Goebel is clear. The Secretary could 
hardly perform an act that was less im- 
portant than transferring two employees 
from one work to another. And yet he 
did not perform the act, he simply sug- 

§ested it. It is apparent that when the 
ecretary cannot direct the work of em- 
ployees, even when the Head of the De- 
partment is a thousand miles away, he 
ceases to be the Secretary as the mem- 
bership know that office. And when the 
member of the Executive Committee assails 
him because he only proposes that such a 
thing be done, it must be further evidence 
that my statement is borne out by the 
facts. 

There has been a tendency to reduce 
the secretaryship, by dividing the functions 
among the departments, although the Se- 
cretary is not relieved of responsibility in 
the minds of the membership. There are 
those who are aiming at the #ganization 
of the party on different lines, namely to 
create an Executive Committee out of the 
heads of the departments. The reduction 
of the secretary to the status of a depart- 
ment head is the first step in that direc- 
tion. 

Prior to the department method of or- 
ganization, there was not, and could not, be 
any conflict of authority. There was no 
fear that one department was benefitting 
at another's expense. There could be no 
question of disorganizing a department 
without consulting somebody. The Secre- 
tary himself was in final charge of all 
work in the office. 

There may be a question as to whether 
the Executive Committee should be organ- 
ized within or outside of the National 
Office; it is not for me at this time to 
say which method is best. But at the pres- 
ent time the Executive Committee is out- 
side and the management of the National 
Office is given by the constitution to the 
Executive Secretary !n the following 
words: "The Secretaary shall have charge 
of all affairs of the National Office, in- 
cluding the employment of necessary help, 
subject to the direction of the Executive 
Committee.'* 

In conclusion, it is proper to state that 
the present Executive Committee is not 
responsible for this condition. It has been 
a growth* 

WOMAN'S NATIONAL COMMTTTEB. 

Chicago, 111., July 20, 1915. 
To the Woman's National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I am submitting to 
you the following comments upon ques- 
tions now before your eommittee: 

LOS ANGELES RESOLUTION. 

FOREMAN: "I quite approve of the. 
action of the Woman's National Commit- 
tee at its May and June meetings, in 
adopting motions asking Comrade Meyer 
London to prepare to submit to the next 
Congress a suffrage bill. 

"In what better way could we center 
upon or gain support for such a bill as 
the committee has asked for, than to ask 
all women of the United States to write 
their representatives to support such a 
suffrage bill in the next Congress f 

"It appears to me that the Los Angeles 
Socialist Woman's Federation is asking 
for the very proper thing to help the Wo- 
man's National Committee in its work, 
and for this reason I make a motion that 
we use their suggestion. I inclose a mo- 
tion to that effect, and sincerely hope 
that it may meet with the approval of the 
other members of our committee. 

' ' If you have other suggestions for the 
furtherance of the suffrage work I shall 
be. very glad to receive them.'.' (Comrade 
Foreman's motion was in effect similar 
to the one submitted by Comrade Malkiel 
I shall record her vote in favor of the 
latter motion.) 

MALKIEL: I vote YES on my motion, 
also on the motion of Comrade Hogsn. 
To my mind the two do not conflict. We 
can urge our women comrades to work in 
favor of the bill which Comrade Meyer 
London is to bring 1 into Congress and fol- 
low up the resolution of the Los Angeles 
comrades as one of the means of getting 
the bill passed. Since its passage will 
depend on all the Congressmen, it would 
be very desjrable that all party members 
and sympathizers should bring pressure 
to bear upon the congressmen from their 
home districts. 

HOGAN: I vote NO on Comrade Mal- 
kiel's motion. It seems clear to me that, 
as a Socialist party committee, we ought* 
to work for the national ' legislation we 
desire through our Socialist representatives 
in Congress. We have asked Comrade 
London to submit a Federal Suffrage bill 
and it does not seem right to me that we 
shall now issue a call asking all women 
to write their representatives to vote for 
just any suffrage measure. I understand 
that suffrage amendments have been pro- 
posed in the past which contained proper- 
ty qualifications. The best thing to do, 
I think, is wait until Comrade London's 
bill is offered and then issue the call sug- 

Sested by the Loft Angeles women, the 
if ferenoe being that we will name his 
bill and *fk specifically for its , 




TWO VALUABLE PREMIUMS 



T OOK at the picture of the knife. It's a "NOVELTY KNIFE." 

Its handle is made of material which is almost indestructible. 
It cannot break. Yet it is as transparent as glass and as clear as 
crystal. The knife has two blades made of the finest tempered razor 
steel. The mounting and wiring is of German silver and cannot rust. 

On one side beneath the transparent surface, will appear your 
own name and address and the words "COMPLIMENTS OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST." On the other side will appear the pictures 
of KARL MARX and EUGENE V. DEBS 
and the SOCIALIST EMBLEM. 

Now look at the pennant. It is like no 
other pennant you have ever seen. It is 
not made of felt but of a new fine water 
resisting material. The background is a 
beautiful shade of Socialist red, the let- 
tering is pure white. It is made by a 
newly discovered photographic - litho- 
graphic process which makes possible mw *> . 
the most beautiful pennant ever produced. |||fl;| < j 

Neither the knife nor the pennant are 
for sale. 

You can get the knife ABSOLUTELY 
FREE, all charges prepaid with your own 
name and address on the handle by send- 
ing in 16 subscribers at 25 cents each to 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 

You could not buy this knife anywhere 
for less than $1.50. 

The pennant you can obtain FREE by 
sending in a club of 6 subscribers to 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 

OR YOU CAN GET BOTH THE KNIFE 
AND PENNANT BY SENDING IN A 
CLUB OF 20 SUBSCRIBERS. 

These are probably the most valuable 
premiums that have ever been offered by 
any Socialist paper. 

. As there is only a very limited supply of "both knives and pen- 
nants, the hustlers who appreciate a good thing, had better get busy 
at once. 



The AMERICAN SOCIALIST 



803 W. MADISON ST. 



CHICAGO, ILL. 



RE HAYES' LEAFLET. 

HOGAN: I vote NO on the endorse- 
ment of Comrade Hayes' leaflet for use 
in the eastern suffrage campaign; nq.t 
because I do not appreciate its value; 
but because I am sure there has been a 
misunderstanding as to the* leaflet wanted. 
Comrade Hayes' copy is a splendid appeal 
to working women for suffrage and so- 
cialism, while I understoo, and believe, 
that the leaflet desired was one addressed 
to trades union men, urging their support 
of the suffrage amendments. And Com- 
rade Hayes has generously agreed, if this 
is the wish of our committee, to recon- 
struct his copy along this line. So I make 
this motion: 

WOMAN'S NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
MOTION (3). 
By Hogan. 

"That we ask Comrade HayeB to change 
his copy so as to appeal to working men 
generally in the interest of the suffrage 
amendments, with some special appeal to 
trades unionists. ' ' 

Comment. 

"Comrade Hayes says that he believes 
a leaflet addressed to trade unionists ex- 
clusively would be "rather impractical 
for use, as it would require searching them 
out at meeting halls, in street crowds 
etc." He says further, "To working men 
generally might prove more effective" and 
that his leaflet could be changed "to 
show them that disfranchised, unorganized 
women are menacing their wages, jobs, 
working conditions and standard of liv- 
ing." Comrade Malkiel has also written 
me that Comrade Hillquit has not found 
time to write the leaflet on suffrage from 
the working class view point which we 
wanted from him. So perhaps the two 
leaflets we had in mind can be combined 
in the one by Comrade Hayes, only I 
think there should be some direct appeal 
to union men because Comrade Hayes is 
go well known as a trades unionist. I be- 
lieve, everything considered, that this 
combination is best, and especially in view 
of the Party's financial condition." 

Ballot on Motion No. 8 is inclosed here- 
with. Vote closes August 15. 

Fraternally submitted, ' 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



GEORGIANS 1 ATTENTION I 
A determined effort is now being made 
to reorganize the State of Georia, accord- 
ing to a well considered plan. A new 
Executive Committee and State Secretary 



were elected at the Convention recently 
held in Atlanta. The State Secretary has 
a list of 40 locals, and out of this forty, 
only eight are called "live." We believe 
that *.t is possible, not only to resuscitate 
the other 32, but to form many more, as 
Georgia is full of men who read our liter- 
ature, believe in our principles, and are 
disgusted with the old political game. We 
wish, through our Party Press, to call up- 
on all sympathizers, in every part of the 
state, to send their names and addresses 
to the office of the State Secretary, 299 
East Tenth Street, Atlanta, that we may 
get in touch with them, and aid in the 
formation of new locals, and the upbuild- 
ing of a strong state organization. 

AL. SCHWARTZ, MAURICE SE8AB- 
SKY, G. B. LEWIS, HELEN C. CHESS, 
HARRY V. HARANIS, State Executive 
Committee. 

MARY RAOUL MILLIS, State Secre- 
tary. 

ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS. 

UTAH: National Committeeman, S. 
Ambler, 10th and Washington Ave., Ogden; 
State Secretary, C. A. Bushnell, Gen. Del., 
Ogden. 



The following notice has been received 
from Mary Raoul Millis, State Secretary 
of Georgia: "This is to notify you that 
Abraham Chess, member of the Atlanta 
Local, has been suspended from participat- 
ing in the Looal's matters in any way, 
shape or form for one year, beginning 
July 18th, 1915, for misconduct, and pub- 
licly slandering and denouncing members 
of the organization." 



If wages were raised to the limit 
under capitalism, still it could not 
possibly be that you would get all 
your produce. Only Socialism can 
guarantee you that. 



Capitalism is a cannibal that de- 
vours women and children. Social- 
ism is a slayer of dragons and dev- 
ils, before which all the fabled 
knights of old pale into insignifi- 
cance. 



WAR! WAR! 



HP HE GREAT European War discussed by two of the master 
-L minds of the Socialist Movement: 

"MAKE AN END OF WAR" 

By WALTER THOMAS MILLS, M. A. 

"BIG BUSINESS AND WAR" 

By CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL 

CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL shows the causes that brought 
about this war. 

WALTER THOMAS MILLS shows how future wars may be avoided. 

These two pamphlets BOUND TOGETHER IN ONE COVER are the 
most timely contribution made to Socialist Literature. 

Thoroughly and comprehensively these two famous writers discuss: 

The Socialist Position on War; 
The Socialist Explanation of War; 
The Socialist Remedy for War. 

No Socialist meeting should be held without this book being offered 
for sale at the meeting. 

Extraordinary efforts should be made by socialist state and local 
organizations and 'by individual socialists to bring this book 
before the public. 

100 Copies, Chargss Prepaid, $5,00 
10 Or More Copies, 6 Cents Each 
Sample Copy 10 Cents 

EXTRA— One Copy FREE with a clnb of Four Subscribers to THE 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 



National Office Socialist Party 

8Q3 W»»t Madison 8fr«et (T 5 ^ Chicago, Illinois 
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Weekly, 50 cents per Year. 



THE -AMERICAN SOCIALIST, AUGUST, 7th, 1915. 



Clubs of four or more, 40 weeks, a$ centf. 1 



AUDITOR'S REPORT SHOWS FINANCIAL 
RECORD NOT COOP AS IT OUGHT TO BE 

HP HE FINANCIAL record as shown by the Auditor's statement here 
with, Is not as good as it ought to be. It is true that the debts of 
the party have been reduced $1,040.17 in spite of the heavy cost of the 
National Committee meeting, tbut our net condition, considering assets 
and liabilities, shows that we have gone backward $1,857.03. In other 
words, our expenses have been that much greater than our net income 

The dues were $21,623.80 against $23,018.75 for the six months ending 
Jan. 1. Thus if the dues had kept up, we would have just come out about 
even. 

We must go back to the year 1910 to find as poor a record of dues 
payments as we have had during the past six months. But at that time it 
could not be considered poor, ibecause the trend was upward, whereas 
now it is the othe direction. 

The American Socialist is the one encouraging feature of the whole 
report. It shows a loss only of $252.06 for the six months. This ls t only 
nominal, and is as good' as can be expected. In fact, it is altogether satis- 
factory, considering the general conditions. After the influence of the 
Lecture course has shown itself this fall, the indications are that the paper 
will show a surplus for the next six months. 

The Literature Department has not done as well as during the pre- 
ceding six months. There has been a net loss of $2,548.52 for the period. 
During the last six months of last year the Literatur edepartment lost 
only $461.51. 

The cost of the other departments is shown in Exhibit 3, which will 
'repay reading. It is simple and gives a comprehensive view of how the 
money is spent, and where. 

In Exhibits 9, and 10, comparative records are shown for The Amer- 
ican Socialist and the Literature, department. These also show how much 
was spent for the various items for the period. 

Exhibit 11 shows the cost of the Executive Committee, and the general 
eost of the office, up to July first. This includes the cost of the old com- 
mittee up to June first, and of the New committee to July first, that date 
being the beginning of the fiscal year. 

Members will do well to examine this report. It shows how your 
money is spent. At first sight it may seem complicated but it is compar 
atively simple. No othert organization that I know of publishes such a 
.report twice a year. But it is a safe-guard, and there can be no false 
belief in the financial condition, either favorable or unfavorable, when the 
auditors have 'gone through the books and have checked every item. 



Exhibit No. 3. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OTOTOE. 
Departmental Income and Expense Account for the six months ended Jane 30th, 1915. 
( Subject to Report Herewith.) 



I ERNEST BECKITT & 00., CERTIFIED* 
I PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, MARQUETTE 
BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL. 

Chicago, July 17th, 1S15. 

'National Executive Committee, 
The Socialist Party, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: We have made an examin- 
ation of the Books of Account of the Na- 
tional Office of the Socialist Party for the 
I six months ended June 80tb, 1915, and 
(now submit our report thereon, together 
with the following Exhibits: 

1. Balance Sheet as on June 80 th, 
1915. 

2. General Income and Expense Ac- 
count for the six months ended 
June 30th, 1915. 

8. Departmental Income and Expense 
Account for the six months ended 
June 30th, 1915. 

4. List of Accounts due to Organizers, 
National Committeemen, Party 
Workers, Etc., as on June 30th, 
1915. 

5. List of Sundry Creditors as on June 
30th, 1915. 

6. List of Appropriations Unexpended 
as'on June 30th, 1915. 

7. List of Funds Unexpended as on 
June 30th, 1915. 

8. List of Delinquent Accounts of Loc- 
als and Party Members at June 30th, 
1915 for Charges prior to June 30th, 
1914. / 

BALANCE SHEET (EXHIBIT No. 1) 

The Furniture and Fixtures are stated 
I at their book Value at January lst, 1914, 
(plus the cost of subsequent additions and 
'less 5 per cent depreciation for- each half- 
yearly period. 

Ttie Library Account is stated at its 
'book value at January lst, 1914, plus the 
cost of additions to date without any de- 
preciation having been written off. 

The Inventories of Departmental Sup- 
plies and Literature were taken by em- 

?loyes of the office, and were not veri- 
ied by us as to quantities; we satisfied 
ourselves, however, in regard to the cler- 
ical accuracy of the calculations. The 
Cuts and Electros are valued at an estim- 
ated figure. 

The individual Accounts Receivable were 
thoroughly scrutinized by us, and it was 
(found that about one-third of the total, 
(outstanding at June 30th, 1915, were for 
i charges made prior to a year ago. A de- 
1 tailed list of these delinquent, which ag- 



gregate $885.80, is submitted herewith as 
Exhibit No. 8. The collection of these 
accounts would ordinarily appear very 
doubtful, but since the amounts are owing 
by Party Organizations or Party Members 
the larger proportion of the same in all 
probablity, will eventually be realized. 
However, we recommend that if at the end 
of the current half-year any of these ac 
counts are still outstanding, they either 
be written off as bad or a reserve be 
created to provide for probable loss. 

The cash on deposit at the bank at 
June 30th, 1915, as shown by the Books 
of Account, was reconciled with the bank 
statement of that date, and was further 
verified by correspondence with your bank' 
ers. The cash on hand was verified by 
actual count. 

GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT (EXHIBIT No. 2). 

The net excess of Expenses over Income 
for the six months ended June 80th, 1915, 
as shown by this statement, its $1,857.03. 
This is a less favorable showing, to the 
extent of $9,164.91, than the result for the 
preceding six month period during which 
a net profit of $7,307.88 was realized. 

DEPARTMENTAL INCOME AND 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT (EXHIBIT No. 3). 

The Income and Expenses of the various 
departments for the six months ended 
June 30th, 1915, are shown in this state- 
ment. The expenses in some instances 
have been distributed by estimates and 
this distribution in general has been made 
on the same basis as in preceding periods. 

The Books of Account show a number 
of credits to The American Socialist "Sub- 
scription Account" in respect of charges 
to Locals for American Socialist Lecture 
Course Sub-Cards, but as no "portion of 
these credits represent earned subscrip- 
tions at June 80th, 1915, we have not tak- 
en them into account as income in the 
preparation of the statements for this 
period. 

AUDIT. 

We have made a thorough audit of the 
Books of Account and are pleased to re- 
port they were kept in good order. 

The monthly statements of Cash Re- 
ceipts and Disbursements for the months 
of December 1914 to May 1915, inclusive 
as published in The American Socialist 
were compared with the Cash Book for 
the corresponding months and wero found 
to be in agreement therewith. 



Exhibit No. 1. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OFFICE. 
Balance Sheet as on Juno 30th, 1916. 
(Subject to Report Herewith.) 
ASSETS. 

FURNITURE AND FIXTURES 

LIUEARY 

INVENTORIES: 

Local Supplies, $ 2,880.88 

Literature and Supplies 10,411.84 

Office Stationery and Supplies, 868.53 

American Socialist Supplies, 390.92 

Cut and Electros, 445.65 

Postage 10.67 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE! 



Sundry 

DEFERRED CHARGE Si 

Insurance Unexpired 

Mail Order Department — Advertising Prepaid, . . . 
Expenses of American Socialist, Lecture Course, Prepaid, 



CASH: 



On Hand, 



.$ 


2,006.82 




537.92 




88.80 




88.20 




159.79 




689.34 




50.00 



6,245.70 
924.37 



14,308.49 



2,544.24 



739.34 



$ 25,133.43 



LIABILITIES. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 

Organizers, National Committeemen, Party Workers, Etc. 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 4) $ $22.78 

Sundry Creditors, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 5) 8,985.40 

Appropriations Unexpended, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 6) 500.02 

Funds Unexpended, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 7) ' 905.53 

NOTES PAYABLE, Bankers *" 

NATIONAL OFFICE, SURPLUS, January 1st, 1915 $ 18,276.78 

DEDUCT Excess of Expenses over Income six months 

ended June 30th, 1915, as per Exhibit No. 2.... 1,857.03 
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Cost of Goods Sold, 

Wages 

Freight and Express 

Printing, Postage, Etc., 

Stationery and Supplies 

Furniture and Fixture Depr'n, 

Telephone, 

General Expense^ , 

Bent, 

Telegrams and Cablegrams, 

Royalties 

Premiums, 

Advertising in American Socialist, . . , . 
Speakers Expenses, 

(American Socialist Lecture Bureau), 



INCOME 

Sales, Subscription and Advertising, 



, $3,989.75 
, 1,695.75 
429.35 
778.87 
141.77 
82.18 
25.00 
266.18 
884.51 

84.79 

660.75 



2,039.66 2,554.64 



7,721.86 
227.48 
82.18 
15.00 
117.02 
153.81 



187.75 
918.37 



688.08 
267.72 
82.18 
30.07 
859.24 
170.71 
134,54 



1,935.00 


773.15 


472.50 


5,044.00 


88.63 


64.58 


164.27 




71.90 


57.69 


58.81 


00.58 


82.18 








25.00 


25.00 


10.00 


75.00 


243.45 


87.95' 


85.87 


859.93 


153.80 


57.67 


19.23 


224.52 



« 8,989.75 
14,514.60 
429,35 
9,456.20 
875.95 
328.72 
205.07 
1,519.59 
1,164.25 
134.54 
84.79 
178.75 
660.75 

918.87 



$8,538.85 $11,454.13 
5,990.33 11,202.07 



$4,237.04 $2,599.96 $1,065.99 $810.68 $5,754.03 $84,460.68 
107.68 . 17,300.08 



NET EXPENSE (transferred to Exhibit 2), $2,548.52 $ 252.06 $4,237.04 $2,5*9.96 $1,065.59 $708.00 $5,754.03 $17,160.60 

* ; 



Exhibit No. 4. 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL 
OFFICE. 

List of Accounts due to Organizers, Na- 
tional Committeemen, Party Workers, 
Etc., as on June 30th, 1915. 

Ernest Moore, .................. ? 20.00 

W. A. Jacobs 10.00 

Walter Scott 5.00 

Emil Seidel 46.50 

Geo. H. Goebel 69.40 

Kate Richards O'Hare 54.10 

Jessie M. Molle 5.00 

J. Stitt Wilson 18.00 

Arthur LeSueur 62.50 

Adolph Germer 129.08 

Morris Hillquit 50.00 

Anna Maley Ringsdorf 38.90 

Wm. F. Barnard 8.82 

C. B. Hoffman 50.00 

Luella Twining 100.00 

Jas. H. Maurer 57.00 

L. E. Katterfeld 2.50 

M. E. Kirkpatrick 2.50 

Freda Hogan 19. 

Theresa Malkiel 37.00 

Gertrude Reilly 36.50 



$822.78 

Exhibit No. 0. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, 
NATIONAL OFFIOE. 
List of Sundry Creditors as on June 30th, 
1915. 

Chas. H. Kerr & Co $ 56.02 

National Rip Saw 188 

A. B. Dick & Co 56.83 

The McMillan Co 1.79 

B. W. Huebgch 15.3 

Jas. H. O'Neill Co 49.50 

Frank J. Kain & Son 91.00 

Standard Photo Eng. Co "83.70 

John F. Jordan 1.25 

Horder Stationery Stores 14.07 

Library Bureau 64.00 

Remington Typewriter Co 5.00 

J. W. Butler Paper Co 14.1 

Rapid Addressing Machine Co 72.49 

Pearsons Publishing Co 1.25 

A. C. McClurg & Co ; 2.31 

Wabash Cabinet Co 3.70 

American Catalogue Printing Co. 1,186.19 

Wells Fargo & Co 14.27 

American Express Co 5.33 

Western Prtg. & Litho. Co 291.27 

O. R. Randolph Co 4.33 

Golden Rule Cutlery Co 1.50 

Empire Novelty Co 20.00 

Lynch & Skauby , 43.75 

Howe Simpson Co 6.00 

Albert & Chas. Boni 2.07 

Ernest Reckitt St Co 181.66 

Funk & Wagnalls Co 1.00 

Chas. Scribners Sons 3.68 

Postal Telegraph Cable Co. ...... 80.21 

Hotel Sherman 119.26 

U. S. Press Clipping Bureau 7.00 

Longmans, Green A Co. 2.74 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Co 69.00 

Nelson-Eisman-Quist Co 31.75 

Sewell, Clapp Co 119.66 

Rogers & Hall Co 80.00 

Slaters Fire Proof Storage .... 

Doubleday Page & Co 8.75 

Schenectady Citizen 8.63 

Bastian Bros. Co 458.98 

Lockwoods Art School 6.00 

International Printing Co 1.90 

Outstanding Credits 283.86 

John M. Work 95.80 

Carl D. Thompson 2.24 

W. E. McDermott 15.00 

Daniel Hoan 78.17 

A. M. Simons 80.87 



$3,985.40 

Exhibit No. 6. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, 
NATIONAL OFFICE. 
List -of Appropriations Unexpended as on 

June 30th, 1915. 
Pennsylvania, 22nd Cong. Dist. .. $100.00 
North Dakota, 8rd Cong. Dist. . . 150.00 
State Committee of New Jersey . . 100.00 
State Committee of Pennsylvania.. 135.02 
State Committee of Alabama .... 15.00 



$500.02 

Exhibit No. 7. 
List of Funds Unexpended as on 
June 30, 1915. 

West Virginia Free Speech $ 96.90 

Russian Political Prisoners .... 20.00 

Organization 10.25 

Headquarters 695.90 

European War Relief 34.50 

Servian and Bulgarian .75 

Strikers' Children 47.23 



$905.53 



6,213.68 
2,500.00 

16,419.75 



$ 25,188.43 



Exhibit No. 2. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OFFIOE. 
General Income and Expense Account for the six months ended June 30, 1910. 
(Subject to Report Herewith.) 
CREDITS. 

National Dues $ 21,628.80 

Special Voluntary Assessment, 46.50 

Donations and 'Collections 102.61 

Discount 7.75 $ 21,780.66 

CHARGES. *" 

Departmental Expenses (Net) : 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 8). 

Literature and Supplies, $ 2,548.52 

American Socialist 252.06 

Executive, " 4,827.04 

information, ; 2,599.96 

Women's 1,065.99 

Young People's, t 703.00 

Translators 5,754.03 

$ 17,160.60 

National Committee Meeting, 4,410.63 

Executive Committee Meeting, 855.16 

Women's National Committee Meeting 437.40 

international Congress, 364.35 

-Co-Operative Committee, 23.50 

Appropriations : 

Illinois 7th Congressional Distrlot, $50.00 

State of Vermont 12.50 

Stare of Louisiana, .... % 2.50 

State of Maine 25.00 

State of Mississippi 10.00 100.00 

Free Literature 81.61 

Accounts written off, 204.44 23 687.69 

NET LOSS Six Months ended June 80th, 1915, 

transferred to Exhibit No. 1 $ 1,857.08 



BIG FIGHT FOB SUFFRAGE IS 

FOUR EASTERN STATES. 
..: Upon the decision of the National 
Executive Committee .to donate $500 
toward the Socialist Suffrage Cam- 
paign in New York, New Jersey, 



Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, the 
work to be left in charge of the 
Woman's National Committee, the 
latter 'body selected a subcommittee 
of three-— Ella Beeves Bloor, Ger- 
trude ReiUr and Theresa a. Mat- 



kiel — now residing in the cam- 
paign States to manage the cam- 
paign. Theresa S. Malkiel was 
placed in charge of the work. 

The subcommittee got to work at 
once. The co-operation of the state 
secretaries was secured, and speak- 
ers booked to go out on the road. 
Of thesa Mary O'Reilly has been 
touring New York State since July 
10. On the 26th her work began in 
Pennsylvania. On the same date 
Helen Holman started a speaking 
tour of New Jersey, to be followed 
by Tracy Mygatt. Anna Maley is 
expected to cover Massachusetts. A 
circular letter was sent from the 
National office to all active women 
comrades residing in the campaign 
States. The response to that letter 
was very good. Comrades from all 
parts of the four Eastern States are 
writing to Comrade Malkiel asking 
for further information, offering sug- 
gestions and volunteering their 
service. Socialist Suffrage brigades 
have sprung up here and there and 
everywhere. 

Out of the sum of money granted 
by the N. E. C. the Woman's Na- 
tional Committee purchased 6,000 
copies of the special Suffrage Edi- 
tion of The New York Call and dis- 
tributed same among the four state 
secretaries to be used according to 
their discretion. 

This was followed by an order of 
20,000 of Meta L. Stern's leaflet, 
"Votes for Workingwomen," also to 
be sent to the State Secretaries. The 
latter are very pleased with the 
work of the committee and extend to 
it their hearty oo-operation. There 
is no sign of conflict of activity, 
simply an increased stimulus. 

The Woman's Committee will soon 
print two short leaflets on suffrage 
for free distribution in the campaign 
states and will, if possible, send 
more speakers on the road. The 
New York Socialist Suffrage Cam- 
paign Committee, though working in 
harmony with the National Woman's 
CoBunittee, 1« paying Its own ex. 



Exhibit No. 8. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OFFICE. 
List of Delinquent Accounts of Locals and Party Members at June 30th, 1915 
for Charges prior to June 30th, 1914. ; 

Florence Wattles Kok'omo, Ind Prior to Mar, 1914, ..$40.75 

Emma Williams, Globe, Ariz Prior to Feb. 1914, .... .26 

Ida Gallery, State Seo Ft. Smith, Ark Prior to Mar. 1914, .... 9.40 

Ben F. Wilson, Glen Ellen, Calif., .... Prior to Jan. 1914, . . 8.60 

The Eye Opener, Chicago Prior. to June, 1914, .. 6.75 

E. M. Parker, Valparaiso, Ind., Apr. 1914,, 2.00 

Samuel Ball, < Chicago May 1914 2.25 

Ira C. Tilton Valparaiso, Ind., Prior to Apr. 1914, . . 2.50 

Frank E. Wolfe, Chicago, Mar. 1914 

Arthur Brooks Baker, Chicago, . . . ; Mar. 1914, 

Muscatine Iowa Socialist, .... Muscatine, Iowa, Feb. 1914, 

Union Supply Co., Muscatine, Jowa Prior to Feb. 1914, 

"Wm. H. Henry, State Sec. .. Indianapolis, Prior to June 1914, 

A. Nordstrom, Crawfordsville, Ind., . . . Sept. 1913, 



Jos. Goldber 



Chicago, 



Julia Smith Hobson, Sedan, Kas. 



6.75 
4.20 
.M 

2.00 
64.65 
1.60 

Aug. 1913, 16.15 

May 1914 1.50 

0. C. White Emporia, Kas., May 1914, 1.00 

Irving Malkin, Boston, Mass., Oct. 1913, 6.00 

Louis Kaplan Baltimore, Md Prior to May 1914, . . 6.20 

II. J. Champion Booneville, Miss., .... May 1914 .20 

John Coleman Hattiesburg, Miss Nov. 1913 1.38 

Frank Gallup Hastings, Mich., Aug. 1913, 8.50 

O. C. Wilson, Sandstone, Minn., .... Feb. 1914 2.00 

Local, Shipman, Miss., Apr. 1914, .......... 22.00 

A. F. Meissner, State Sec. ... Butte, Mont., June 1914, 7.30 

W. T. Newcomb, ■ ' Raleigh, N. C Feb. 1913 11.50 

Leon Durocher, Fargo, N. D., Prior to Jan. 1914, . . 5.85 



D. I. Todd, Williston, N. D., 

Local Auburn, N. Y., 

J. E. Schafer Omaha, Neb 

Chas. Henning Manchester, N. H., 

Wm. Giant, Paterson, N. J 

Local New York City, . . . 

Local Schenectady, N. Y., 

Leon Malkiel, New York City, 



Co-Operative Press Kenton, Ohio, Apr. 

Joseph Geier, Cincinnati, Ohio, Apr. 

Howard Starbaugh Goltry, Okla., Sept 

L. R. Robinson, Chattanooga, Tenn., 

O. B. Kelly, Bowie, Texas, June 

Nat. L. Hardy, Dallas, Texas Sept 

N. Winkler Norfolk, Va Jan. 

W. A. Cole, Vancouver, Wash Apr. 

H E. Ostermark LaOrosse, Wis Apr. 



June 1914, 8.75 

Jutie 1914, 5.00 

May 1914, 1.16 

Apr. 1914 3.20 

Mar. 1914 82.00 

Prior to May 1914, ..492.15 

Nov. 1913 15.00 

Nov. 1913 2.50 



1914, 4.00 

1914 l'O.OO 

Sept. 1913 3.50 

June 1914, 25 

1914 80 

1913 50.67 

1914 7.08 

1914, 8.00 

1914, 10.00 



$885.30 



Exhibit No. 9. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OFFIOE. 
Comparative Profit and Loss Account (Literature and Supplies) for the six months 
ended June 80th, 1915 and December 31st, 1914. 



Six 
ended J' 

CREDITS 

Sales 

CHARGES 

Gross Cost of Sales $8,989.75 

Wages 1,695.75 

Freight and Express . 429.35 

Printing, Postage, Eto 1,439.62 

Rent and Miscellaneous Expenses, . . 984.38 



nths 

30th, 1915 



$5,990.33 



8,538,85 



Six months 
ended Dec. 31st, 1914 



$6,329.67 
1,913.25 
1,044.29 
1,969.27 
1,449.93 



$12,244.90 



12,706.41 





$2,548.52 


$ 


461.51 


Free Literature and Supplies, 

included in above Sates, V 


r 12$9« 


$ 


$1,61 



Exhibit No. 10. 

S.sojf Comparative Profit and Loss Acoount (American Socialist) for the six months ended, 
June 30th, 1915 and December 31st, 1914. 

CREDITS. 

Subscription and Advertising, .... $11,202.07 
CHARGES. 

Printing and Postage, $7,721.86 

Wages 2,039.66 

Rent and Miscellaneous Expenses, . . 1,692.61 



NET LOSS OR GAIN. . 



11,454.13 
1 252.06 



$7,114.89 

1,803.48 
836.65 



$T,g06.91 



9,755.02 



01.89 



Exhibit No. 11. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY, NATIONAL OFFIOE. 

Details of Expenses of Executive Department for the six months ended June SO, 1915. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, TWO MEETINGS: 

Adolph Germer $ 133.48 

James Maurer 150.00 

J. Stitt Wilson 205.50 

Lewis J. Duncan, 144.10 

Geo. H. Goebel 94.40 

Emil Seidel, , 21.40 

Arthur LeSueur, i 87.50 

Reporting Meetings 15.00 

Telegrams 3.78 



$ 



855.16 



WAGES: 

Executive Secretary, $ 750.16 

Office Help, Executive Committee Meetings, 90.00 

Executive Committee Correspondence 100.00 

National Committee Correspondence, 45.00 

Bookkeeper (entire office) 525.00 

Filing Clerk 150.00 

Press Service 125.00 

Official Column, American Socialist 75.00 

Referendums, 50.00 

Manuscript and Editing Committee, 25.00 

Circularizing, 100.00 . 

Local Secretary Lists 26.00 

General Correspondence, < 493.38 

GENERAL: 



$ 2,554.54 



Postage, 

Telegrams and Cablegrams, 

Stationery and Supplies, ; . . . 

Exempt Stamps, 

General Printing, 

General Expenses, 

Telephone 

Rent, 

Furniture and Fixtures, Depreciation, 



638.04 
134.54 
267.72 

30.75 

77.10 
251.39 

30.07 
170.71 

82.18 



1,682.50 



$ 5,092.20 



penses and furnishing its own 
speakers. 

The speakers working under the 
direction of the Committee charge 
the locals $3.50 per day and enter- 
tainment. Of this sum $3 goes to 
the speaker and 60 cents towards 
railroad fare*, the Woman's Nation- 
al Committee paying the deficit. 

At this rate of expense the com- 
mittee can produce a maximum re- 
sult of work accomplished at a min- 
imum expense, for the comrades in 
charge of the work are giving their 
service free. 

In its earnest effort to end the 
battle in victory the committee calls 
upon all devoted- comrades to rally 
round the Socialist suffrage work- 
ers and thus multiply the strength 
of the agitation. • 



Capitalism through watered stocks 
claims to own all the property of 
America, demanding that you pay it 
dividends on the same property on 
which you pay-the government taxes. 
Socialism- will end, not only watered 
stocks, but also all stocks and bonds, 
and bid the world go free. 



Why not do some good propagan- 
da. Get ready now tor the great 
struggle of 1916. ' Learn to use 
Movies and lectur4jdiae«i-.They are 
always in demand and, the pay is 
good. Write Dr. ^^^xaaauiitae, 
Glrard* 1^9^'t0kt0iBki0^- 



ORGANIZE FOR 1916 FUND 



That Was a long list of contribut- 
ors to the "ORGANIZE FOR 1916 
FUND" that appeared in The Amer- 
ican Socialist, last week. We like 
to publish long lists because that 
means that the fight to "ORGANIZE 
FOR 1916!" is really on in dead 
earnest. 

"We are sorry our local is not big 
enough, or prosperous enough, to 
go a little bit stronger. We hope, 
however, tha^o&aL local will come 
through withTtRTJM) bucks for this 
very much needed work." 

That is what the comrades out in 
Winnemucca, Nev., write in sending 
their contribution of $2. The object 
of this campaign is to make every 
Socialist local in the land big and 
prosperous, by getting many big and 
strong shoulders behind the wheel 
of progress and pushing for Social- 
ism. , 

"We are few in numbers and all 
hard up but we consider the pur- 
pose of the call to be a very Import- 
ant one," writes Frank W. Cotton, 
in sending $2 for the comrades at 
Green Cove Springs, Fla., where we 
know the number of Socialists Is 
bound to Increase .in the near future. 
"Socialism In Our Day." . 

■ Wright G. Hammond, of . Belri- 
tfere, II}., is for "Socialism to our 
dayl^od as secretary fo$ tfce jocfl 



sage as follows: "Never in the his- 
tory of the struggle of the working 
class, for their freedom from wage 
slavery, was organization work -so 
much needed as now. We see the 
kingdoms of the old world tottering 
and rent asunder; still fighting to 
regain control of the masses. We 
find capitalism in a desperate strug- 
gle to crush the laboring class of 
America. The opportunity is ripe 
for the working class to take con- 
trol. Are they organized to do so? 
It is the duty of the Socialists of 
every nation to see, that they are." 

A. F. Schreiber, financial secre- 
tary of the Anacortes, Wash., Local 
No. 1, refers to the $2 contribution 
of the Anacortes comrades as "Our 
little mite to help organize the fight 
for 1916." It is going to be some 
lively fight, comrades. 

"Our local gladly sends the 
amount you ask," writes Correspond- 
ing Secretary Sophia C. Gerrard in 
sending in $2 for the comrades at 
Local Three Forks, Mont. 

Have Finest Theater. 

The Finnish Socialist Club of Ast- 
oria, Oregon, sends in its $2.00 and 
a message in Finnish that we can't 
read. We'll take it up with the Fin- 
nish translator-secretary. But the 
, letter head of this Finnish club has 
a picture of the "Finest Theater 
Largest Dancing Hall in the city." 
We would like to show this picture 
to every party member in America 

J. N. Bennett, secretary of the 
Napa, Cal., comrades, writes: "I 
am sorry to say that we could not 
see our way clear to contribute $2 
but we voted $1.50 and may later 
on duplicate the amount. Our mem- 
bership is less than 15 at present 
At one time we had 60. The situa- 
tion is the same all over the state 
Here is a picture of conditions that 
Socialists want to change right 
away and we are starting in by or 
ganizing for 1916. 

"With best wishes for a great cam 
paign," Eva N. Johnson, secretary- 
treasurer of Local Washington 
County, Pa., sent in a check for $5, 
while right along behind it came 
$10 from Branch No. 88, Utica, N. 
Y., of the Workmen's Sick and 
Death Benefit Fund of the United 
States of America, with 50 cents 
from "Branch No. 252, of the same 
organization at Clinton, Mass. This 
is a German sick and death benefit 
society. The Socialist appeal for 
finacial aid to start the 1916 cam 
paign is^also being sent to the Ar- 
beiter-Ring, the Jewish sick and 
death benefit society. Other contri 
buttons without comment were re- 
ceived as follows: 

CONTRIBUTIONS OP $1: German 
Woman's Br., Philadelphia, Pa.; Local 
Rockaway, N. J. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $3.: Local Sham- 
okin, Pa. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $5: German 
Br., Lincoln, 111. ; Local Washington Co., 
Pa . ; Br. Ridgewood No. 2, Local Queens, 
N. Y. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $100: Finnish 
Socialist Publishing Co., Fitchburg, Mass. 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS : 
Local Bayview, Wash., $2.25; Local Napa, 
Calif., $1.50; Br. No. 1, Los Angeles, 
Calif., $2.75; Local Union City, Ind., 
$1.85; Local Ohampaign, 111, $1.36 ^ Local 
Hebron, N. D., $3.25 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $2: Local Berks 
Co., Pa.; 24th Ward Br., Chicago, 111.; 
Local Astoria, L. I., N. Y.; Local Penns 
Sta., Pa.; Local Wheatland, Pa.; Local 
Las Cruces, N. Mex. ; English Br., Staun- 
ton, 111.; Local Bloomington, 111.; Local 
Juniata, Pa. ; Deutsche Br., New Bedford, 
Mass. ; Local Ridgeway, Pa. ; Local Mon- 
mounth. 111 . ; Local Hamilton, Mont . ; 
Local Okmulgee, Okla. ; Local Rockville, 
Conn.; Local Newark, N. J.; German Br., 
Reading, Pa . ; German Br., Davenport, Pa. ; 
German Branch, Cincinnati, Ohio; 27th 
Ward Branch, Chicago, 111.; Local No. 1, 
Anaoctrtes, Wash . ; Jewish Br., Washing- 
ton, D. 0.; So. Slavic Br., Local 3, Red 
Lodge, Mont.; Local Three Forks, Mont.; 
Local Indian Wells Valley, Leliter, Cal . ; 
Local Salt Lake City, Utah; Local Kings- 
burg, Cal.; Finnish Local, Astoria, Ore.; 
Local Burley, Ida. ; Gr. Br. West Side, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; S. S. Osasto, Fort 
Bragg, Cal.; 23rd Ave. Br. Oakland, Cal.; 
German Br., Minneapolis, Minn. ; German 
Br . , Livingston, 111 . ; German Br., Union 
Hill, N. J.; Local Santa Maria, Calif.; 
Br. No. 2, Westfield, N. J.; Br. No. 5, 
Local Bronx, . N . Y . ; Local Winnemucca, 
Nev. ; Local Greenville Br., of Mercer 
Co . , Pa . ; Local Allegheny Co., Pa . ; Lo- 
cal Allegheny Co., 22nd and 25th Wards; 
14th Ward Chicago, 111 . ; Local Height of 
Land, Minn. ; Local Olympia, Wash. ; Lo- 
cal Johnstown, N. Y. ; Local Grafton, 
Arlington, Wash . ; Local Green Cove 
Springs, Fla . ; Local Belvidere, 111 . ; Local 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. ; Local Southeast, 
Washington, D. O. ; 2nd Wd. Br., Jersey 
Cjty, N. J.; Highway Br., Jacksonville, 
Fla.; So. Slavic Br. No. 122, Racine, Wis.; 
German-Hungarian Br., New York, N. Y. ; 
German Branch, Trenton, N. J.; German 
Br., Newark, N. J. ; 6th Ward Br., Cook 
Co., 111.; Local Union, N. D. ; Belgian 
Br. 15, Providence, - R. I.; Local San 
Francisco, Calif. ; Local Burlington, la; 
Local Ramsey, N. J. ; Local Watsontown, 
Pa.; Ellendale LoV:al, No. 26, N. D. ; 
25th Ward, Chicago. 

Total to end of July 28th, $803.52. * 



OPEN FORUM 

ANSWERING GOMPERS. — In 
the May issue of the Brass Workers' 
Journal, Samuel GOmpers has an 
article headed "And Yet They Would 
'Wish' It On Us." In this article 
Gompers quotes from Brand Whit- 
lock, who is represented to have 
said: "Socialism makes provision 
for everything except liberty;" and 
Gompers refers to New South Wales 
as the best verification of Whitlock's 
assertion. This all refers to state 
regulation of all industrial relations 
in that country. 

Gompers states that New South 
Wales. is known as a labor-governed 
state, and the workers expected to 
gain great benefits from state re- 
gulation. The labor government 
regulates the hours and the wages. 
This is all very true; but where 
Gompers makes his great mistake, if 
mistake it can be called, is in re- 
ferring to this government as a 
government of Socialism. 

This is a labor government; the 
party in control is the Labor Par- 
ty. The Labor Party is composed 
of the various labor unions through- 
out that country. It. is the same 
kind of a party that was urged at 
the last American Federation of 
Labor convention, and against which 
Gompers worked so hard. (I won- 
der if Mr. Gompers observed any so- 
cialists working FOR this would-be 
party?) Certainly; there are many 
Socialists affiliated with the labor 
party in New South Wales, Just as 
there are many Socialists affiliated 
with the labor unions in America; 
but the Socialist element to a man 
has. conaistehtla ff&ught government- 



LIBRARY OF 

SOCIAILST CLASSICS 




A COLLECTION of REAL SOCIALIST BOOKS, by Karl Marx, Frede- 
rick Engels, and later writers who understand the principles taught 
by Marx and Engels and show how to apply them to the problems of to* 
day. These are just the books that every Socialist worker needs. Pub- 
lished not for profit but for propaganda, they sell for less than half what 
they would cost if put out by capitalist publishers. There are 80 vol- 
umes ; we have room here to describe only a few. All In Cloth Binding* . 
The Evolution of Banking. By Robert H. Howe, Member of the Socialist 
Party's Committee on Banking, Bank Credit, Currency and Monetary 
Systems of the U. S. In this book of 200 pages, Comrade Howe gives 
a comprehensive historical survey of the growth of the Credit System 
through which modern capitalism distributes its commodities, and out* 
lines a proposed law that will enable -states and municipalities to social* 
ize one industry after another without paying tribute to money lenders. 
Just published. 

The Art of Lecturing. By Arthur M. Lewis. A practical handbook pre- 
pared expressly for youmg men and women who are fitting themselves 
to become Socialist speakers, written by one who has made a success 
of this work and knows all about the difficulties to overcome. 

The Class Struggle. By Karl Kautsky. A new translation by William BJ. 
Bonn into easily-read English from Kautsky's classio "Erfurt Program", 
which remains today the clearest elementary explanation of the princip- 
les, aims and methods of Socialism. 

Class Struggles in America. By A. M. Simons. A condensed history of 
the United States from the Socialist view-point, With references to the 
original sources from which the facts are taken. 

The Communist Manifesto. By Marx and Engels. THE classio of classics 
in the literature of Socialism ; you, can read it fifty times and learn from 
it each time. In the same volume is Wilhelm Liebknecht-'s No Comprom- 
ise, No Political Trading, a book that if properly heeded would save So- 
cialists from many mistakes. 

Doing Us Good-and Plenty. By Charles Edward Russell. An up-to-date 
propaganda book by one of our ablest writers, pointing out the shama 
of old-party and "Progressive" reforms. 

Ethics and the Materialistic Conception of History. By Karl Kautsky. 
An important work of historical criticism showing the origin Of tile 
moral ideas taught in church and school, and of the revolutionary Ideas 
which take root in the modern industrial wage-workers. This Is one of 
the best books to give an idea of the Socialist principle of economic 
determinism. 

The Evolution of Man. By Wilhelm Boelsche. An illustrated book, very 
simple in style yet thoroughly scientific, showing the proofs of evolu- 
tion. Some such work as this is indispensable to a clear understanding 
of modern Socialism. 

The Evolntion of Property. By Paul Lafargue. A historical study! of 
property relations from the early days of primitive communism to the 
present, showing how laws and institutions have been constantly 
changed by changes in methods of production. 

Evolution, Social and Organic. By Arthur M. Lewis. A remarkable and 
valuable series of lectures, showing that modern Socialism is the direct 
outgrowth of modern science. 

Germs of Mind in Plants. By R. H. France. A fascinating study of plant 
life which leads to the conclusion that the old conception of "mind" as 
something outside and above "matter" is a fallacy. 

The High Cost of Living. By Karl Kautsky. A study of the industrial 
process of gold-mining, and of the important economic changes that 
result from improved methods and the Increasing gold 3upply. 

Other Tolumes Equally Good, No Room for Comment) 

Human, All Too Human, Nletssche. 

The Making of the World, Meyer. 

The Marx He Knew, Spargo. 

Memoirs of Karl Marx, Liebknecht, 

The Positive School of Criminology, FerrL 

Revolution and Counter-Revolution, Mux, 

The Right to be Lazy, Lafargue. 

Science and Revolution, Untennann. 

Social and Philosophical Studies, Lafargue. 

Socialism for Students, Oohen. 

Socialism, Its Growth and Outcome, MorrU and Bax. 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Engels. 

Stories of the Struggle, Winchevsky. 

The Triumph of Life, Boelsche. 

Value, Price and Profit, Marx. 

Vital Problems in Social Evolution, Lewis. 

What's So and What Isn't, Work. 

The World's Revolutions, TJnterman. 

For FIFTY CENTS we will mail any ONE of these volumes to any 
address. 

For ONE DOLLAR we will mail any TWO of the books, and will In- 
clude a year's subscription to the American Socialist. 

For TEN DOLLARS we will send the THIRTY volumes by express 
prepaid, provided the order reaches us before the end of September. If 
you can't spare the $10.00 yourself, get the other comiades to chip in and 
start a library for your local. 
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comjrt&dfts tie f ends la It wfcii a mei^^glaaticMtt <d Jtouf^s and wages.* The 



Socialists of the/ yty&bor Party of 
New South Wa/ M' (as elsewhere) 
have fought cof Ailsory arbitration; 
A large numbo/^of them have gone 
to jail for opr../sing that law, and 
too, amid the denunciations of the 
Gompers' type of trade unionists. 

It was the Socialists' influence 
that forced the wide system of na- 
tionalization of industry, which has 
enabled that country to pass through 
the war crisis with less disturbance 
than any other nation involved. 

The Labor government of New 
South Wales is constantly denounc- 
ing the Socialists for their hostility 
to the laws that are ham-stringing 
the union organization in that coun- 
try, and the Gompers' type are fight- 
ing the Socialists with very much 
the same phrases as those emanating 
from Gompers' pen. 

The question that confronts us 
now is, did Gompers know all this 
when he penned this article, or did 
he not? Which horn of the dilemna 
does he want to take? If he DIDN'T 
know, then he is ignorant. What 
then, if he DID know? Gompers is 
the head of the labor movement in 
America, and as such head, he should 
be in close touch with the world 



THE COMING KINGDOM 



Lincoln Phlfer's Great Book. 



forecasted this war and another to 
follow it, through an analysis of the 
old law of periodicity, on which the 
propheta of old relied. It is a schol- 
arly analysis of the early Christian 
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show- 
ing wherein it resembled and where 
it differs from the Socialist ideal. 
Nineteen "books," 90 chapters, 300 
pages. 

A Dollar Book for Fifty Cents. 

"I have read the Coming King- 
dom carefully two or three times. 
It takes a great hold on me." — 
Comrade Kruke, Corning, N. Y. 



Address, i 
National Office Socialist Parti, 
80S W. Madison St, Chicago. / 



labor movement He could very 
easily have known that he was try- 
ing to put something "over" tha' 
wasn't straight. Was he trying 1 
"wish" onto the Socialists some 
the mistakes of the New Son. 
Wales trade unionists? Doesn 
this have that appearance! — J. E 
SCHRADER, Elkhart, Ind. 



The American people have nevi 
expressed a desire for war expe 
ditures; yet preparations for vr 
are under way with feverish, har 



WORKERS, 
PATRONIZE YOU/ 
OWN SCHOOL 

Learn while yon earn. If y< 
cannot go to College, let as w 
the College to you. This Is yo 
school. USE IT. 

Mark the coarse or courses 
which yon are interested, 
let ns tell you about them, 

□Law. 

□Public Speaking. 
□Plain English. 
□Advanced English. 
□Elementary Arithmetic 
□Complete Arithmetic. 
□Elementary Bookkeeping 
□Complete Bookkeeping. 
□Business Law. 
□Shorthand and Typewriu_ s 

Let us help fit yon for better 
service. Delay robs you of you 
own time. Write ns today. 

THE PEOPLE'S C0WV 
No. 8. Fort ScotV^ 
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Last Week 68,068 

Off 1>»86 

61,072 

On 997 

52,069 

Loss 989 

NEWS FROM THE FRONT. 
From Our Special Correspondent. 

Just as Napoleon waited for his 
dilatory Marshal who was to bring 
np re-inforcements at Waterloo, so 
General James Higgins, who is lead- 
ing the forces of the "Ons" is wait- 
ing for re-enforcements to arrive. 

Week after week they have waited, 
hut thus far none hare come, so 
nothing remained but to retreat. Re- 
inforcements are expected to arrive 
soon, however. Generals Seidel, 
Walker and Kirkpatrick are bound 
to arrive soon with the Lecture 
Course Hustler Brigade, and when 
that brigade gets into the fray the 
forces of the «0ffs r will surely be 
put to rout. 

No .doubt, General Flute of the 
"OffeT knows this and that is why 
he is -exerting such strenous efforts 
to win xfi, decisive victory before the 
Lecture Course Brigade arrives. 

WiU £be hustlers let him J 

THJBX; WILL NOT! 

HERE'S DUES FAYING MEMBER 
BOR EIGHT YEARS. 
"Have' been a dues paying mem- 
ber for 8 \y«ars and think every So- 
cialist shovSd belong to the party 
and help to forward the movement. 
For the remaining $1.50 send me six 
cards. I secured the subscriptions 
of aU the. Rod (Card Socialists at our 
local yesterday and am sure I can 
easily self the yrther six cards and 
probably more." W. H. BUSH, Ark- 
ansas. 

GETNOCR NE*W KNIFE PREMIUM. 

One>comrade writes after receiv- 
ing his* premium as follows: 

"The thought when you take the 
knife in hand that you have got 
this doing something for the cause 
encourages one to do more work, al- 
though, thte has never entered my 
mind before this, for I never expect- 
ed to receive anything working for 
the movement, I love so well." I. 
KBRBBR, Pennsylvania. 



ROLL OF HONOR 



E. D. MITCHELL sends In $1 to buy 
ammunition for the Washington comrades. 

M. E. MANEY, New Mexico: "I am 
mad to think I did not? lend my aid to 
The American Socialist forces before. 
From now on, I will be in the fray." 

•T T,. ;|>/I0KT\A.GUE, Colorado: beguiles 
4 comrades to fall in line. 

Four husky Texans hail from the Lone 
Star state with I. D. MANN in command. 

FANNIE PEYSON, New York City, or- 
ganises a little army of her own. She 
sends them onward to The American So- 
cialist ranks to add to the Hustler Brig- 
ade. 

' 'I am a volunteer. I wish the cause 
of Socialism to prosper above everything 
and want to do everything possible to help 
In the Fight." — JOHN STEWART, Penn- 
sylvania. 

"Here I come with eight good soldiers. 
I'll keep this up as long as I can.'* — 
ALEX WITTENBERG, New York City. 

Forty volunteers come in together from 
Minnesota with Captain O. L. GAU as 
their worthy leader. 

K. A. IVEB.SON, a Southern worker In 
Florida adds a force of 7 and asks for a 
supply of ammunition to head off the 
enemy. 

J. O. ANDERSON, Kansas: "You are 
making headway. Keep it up." 

I. CABMEN captures 8 Henry Dubbs 
and lures them in to taking their place 
unong the re-enforcements. 

Six earnest fighters from Minnesota bent 
u victory for The American Socialist take 
.•eir places on the firing line. 

Six New Yorkers follow HARRY D. 
FELTON, and find their way to the fight- 
ng grounds of The American Socialist. 

WM. H. McNULTY. Maine, says: 
'Down with the Offs.'' See what my 
tttle army of 12 will do." 

Eight good comrades line up from Little 

ok, Ark. 

Connecticut Is represented by four 
trades who come from New Haven. 
"I will help you aU I can in your cam- 

klgn. Here's good luck to you." R. 

1INGLEY, Texas. 

JOHN O. SHEEDY, Pennsylvania, or- 
rs 10 cards on which he will report good 
n that are willing to join The Amer- 
n Socialist. 

WILLIAM H. SINGER, deserves praise 
week. His band of 16 from Wis- 
u will help put the "Offs" to rout. 
wiU try to help the party all I 
says P. A. TATOM, Missouri. 

S 

Ualism bases its money on 
and bonds, the property of 
rich, thus making all money and 
ranking their money, and bank- 
Socialism will base money on 
- performed, and make bank de- 
s available for public service 
>ut the people having to bor- 
from the plutes. 



Are Preparations Being Made 
To Involve Ameri oa In War? 

Are the Ameriean Workers to be Sacrificed to the 
War God in Schemes of World Conquest, for the 
Benefit of the Lar ge Capitalis ts ? 

By HOWARD H. CALDWELL 

IS AMERICA about to engage in war? If Mexico is to be in- 
vaded, in whose interest will the invasion be made? These 
aYe the questions that millions of people are asking of those who 
are supposed to know something about the matter. 

When we speculate on the cause of war, and on America's 
interest in the terrible conflict raging in Europe, we arrive at the 
conclusion that there is great danger of our country being con- 
verted into a militaristic, imperialistic, battering ram, to promote 
the financial interest of some of our richest men, whose hopes of 
world conquest commercially are threatened by either of the 
European groups of capitalists, with their great military estab- 
lishments. 

It was the rivalry of the financial and commercial interests of Ger- 
many against those of England that brought about the present conflict 
in Europe. 

The struggle is now for world supremacy and the American forces 
will soon be called upon the stage. The prize is the exploitation of the 
undeveloped countries of the world. 

When the war in Europe is ended, one of those groups will have been 
defeated. The victor must insist on terms of peace that will mean the 
extinction of the military ^power of the defeated side. 

Then there will be two great rivals left to be conquered; The first 
Is America with its great manufacturing system and the enormous sur- 
plus of both goods and money that its capitalists must find investment 
for in new countries, and the second is the Yellow Peril of the Orient. 

JAPAN MAY be found in alliance with China for protection against 
either of the great European groups when it comes to defense against 
invasion. 

At present there is great antagonism in China against Japan, because 
of the Japanese encroachments in that country, but when the time comes 
that Europe is ready to reach for China and Japan, we will find those 
nations forced into an alliance by material interest. 

During the war in Europe, the American factories have developed 
great efficiency In the manufacture of war munitions. 

Now the igreat capitalists, who want to use the American people to 
pull their chestnuts out of the fire, are preparing the public mind for a 
great increase of the Navy as well as the Army. 

The total number of trained and equipped soldiers In the United States, 
ready for immediate service, is not over 250,000. An army of that size 
could not last long against the force that either of the European groups 
could bring to bear on this country, in case that war was declared to- 
morrow. 

The American capitalist is not noted for being foolish. He knows 
that either war, or surrender by him of hope of world conquest, is inevit- 
able. 



THE LARGE financial Interests are very generous as to the amount 
they donate to the campaign funds of the politicians, and consequently 
have great influence with the elected officials. Today it is a matter of 
common knowledged that a rich man can have almost any law passed 
that he may desire, always providing that it does not interfere with the 
graft of some other influential man. 

The interests of the richest men in America require the establishment 
of a great army, and the invasion of Mexico, for the reason that it will 
be a preparation for the great war that is coming against the dominant 
power in Europe. An American army of five million men will be re- 
quired for that ultimate struggle for world supremacy, sometime during 
the next five years. 

The "interests" know that the American people can see no need at 
present for such an army, to cCrry out any plans that the people may 
have for their own benefit. It will take at least two years to arm and 
drill such an army, consequently the propaganda for a larger army is be- 
ing conducted toy Wall Street, through the public press and other agencies. 

The invasion of Mexico by American soldiers seems certain for the 
following reasons: 

(1) The large capitalists of America own mineral and oil producing 
land in Mexico, that at present is bringing no profit to them on account 
of the war, so the capitalists' hopes for future profits are based on the 
intervention of the American Government. 

(2) In Mexico, under the American flag, there is the certainty of 
great natural wealth passing into the hands of the dominant group of 
American financiers. 

(3) The Panama canal is the key to the commercial, as well as mil- 
itary domination of the Western Hemisphere, and it can only be captured 
by the European military force by landing the soldiers some distance 
away from the canal and attacking the forts from the land side. 

The victors in the European conflict will have a navy large enough 
to overcome any navy that America could build between now and the time 
when we should expect such an attempt. 
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THE ONLY way that the canal could be defended successfully, would 
be to have a way to transport troops to reenforce the army there in such 
numbers that a foreign force could not be landed. The only way to ac- 
complish this shipment of troops is overland through Mexico and Central 
America, so we can expect to see the invasion and capture of those coun- 
tries soon at the request of our dear American money lords. 

(4) The war with Mexico would both give the excuse for a large 
army and navy needed to fight a European power, and give the nucleus 
of that army some practical experience in warfare. 

This little war would develop the war making machinery of America 
so that our capitalists could use it to become the masters of the world. 

If we do not allow the scheme that will make America a military 
camp to go through, OUR CAPITALISTS WILL BE COMPELLED TO 
HUNT THEIR PREY UNDER ANOTHER FLAG. "PREPAREDNESS 
FOR WAR" MEANS THAT WE WILL BE INVOLVED IN WAR! 

It means the death of more than a million of our young men in the 
war of world conquest, who must die for the benefit of a group of capital- 
ists who will albstain from taking part in the battles fought for their ex- 
clusive benefit. 

Every socialist should explain to his shop mates the cause of this 
cry for a larger army and navy being raised by the politicians, preachers 
and editors from all parts of the country. 



WE MUST head off this arming for war, If we would avoid war. The* 
American capitalists will not involve us in war if there is danger of their 
holdings at home being endangered. 

The remedy for all this horror that is ahead of us is the establish- 
ment of the COOPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH, and there is no other 
real cure. 



An attempt on the part of the 

Milwaukee anti-Socialists to have a 
law passed by the state legislature 
providing for the appointment of 
the Milwaukee school board has met 
with defeat. The hoard of 15 is 
now elected and the number of So- 
cialists is gradually increasing. The 
"antis" fear the Socialists will elect 
a majority of the board, Mrs. Berger 



having received a majority of the 
votes cast at the last election and 
having been made president of the 
board. 

Socialists of Louisiana have con- 
cluded their convention at George- 
town by nominating Horace Noonan, 
editor of Southern Light, published 
at Shreveport, for governor. 
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PHILADELPHIA YIPSELS PLAN 
.TO BOOST FOR 1916! 

When the Yipsels set a standard 
of what they consider success, — 
they always set it high enough to 
stretch for. That is what a special 
effort of any kind is for, — to awak- 
en the sleeping membership into a 
realization of their duties and re- 
sponsibilites. 

The Philadelphia Y. P. S. L. has 
just inaugurated a campaign for 
membership that is the most thor- 
ough and far-reaching of any yet 
proposed in our organization. It is 
well planned, and, according to pres- 
ent indications, extremely well or- 
ganized. Their slogan is "5,000 
members by April, 1916." 

Ten thousand special buttons 
bearing this slogan will be distribut- 
ed free throughout the city, — 5,000 
leaflets are now in the course of di- 
stribution and many more are com- 
ing. Big entertainments of various 
kinds will be held in all parts of the 
city, and no charge will be made the 
prospective members. Socialist par- 
ty branches, labor unions, education- 
al societies, ■ — all sorts of bodies 
will be visited to insure most liberal 
co-operation. 

In order to stimulate the members 
themselves, valuable prizes will be 
given to those bringing in the larg- 
est number of new members. Big 
clocks and thermometers will be put 
up in various parts of the city, in 
socialist and radical headquarters 
and wherever they will stimulate 
interest. On these will be recorded 
the advancing membership list from 
week to week. Such methods are 
bound to arouse the voidest publicity, 
and a special committee is taking 
care of all press work. The cam- 
paign will be watched with great 
interest, not only in Philadelphia, 
but all over the country. 

Only Means to the End. 

But big and important though this 
work is, — it is only a means to the 
end. The next question is, "What 
will they do with this gigantic mem- 
bership?" That is answered before 
it is asked. 

The first thing will be a $5,000 
fund for building their own Head- 
quarters, one that will be worthy 
of such an organization. With so 
large a membership, there will be 
no difficulty in raising the required 
amount. Shares will be sold only 
to members, and on a plan of small 
payments that will make it possible 
for the poorest boy or girl to own a 
part of their meeting place. 

The League will also figure as a 
fighting unit in the 1916 Socialist 
Campaign as it has never before. 
More meetings both indoor and out- 
door, with many more workers than 
heretofore, that is the program. 

The whole affair is a big under- 
taking, but judging from the spirit, 
its success seems already more than 
half assured, 
deal of work, but I am sure, that 
we all wish the Philadelphia Yipsels 
every possible success. 

EVERYBODY BOOST FOR 1916! 

GENERAL NOTES. 

The hard times now prevailing in 
this country are' also making their 
effect felt on the Y. P. S. L. organ- 
ization. From many sources comes 
the report that the League is doing 
well but that the lack of work among 
the members has made it necessary 
to curtail activities. 

During a time of this kind, it* is 
necessary for every member to 
stand by the ship and to do their 
very best work in the interests of 
the organization. And when things 
look brighter we can go forward 
with a big boom. 

The Leagues are by no means a- 
sleep> — from all parts of the coun- 
try come reports of new plans and 
even greater activities as is shown 
by the report above. 

An agitation is being started to 
form the Indiana Leagues into a 
State Federation, and it is getting 
widespread support. Organization 
efforts will soon be centered on 
that state in order to get half a doz- 
en new leagues organized before the 
State Convention is called. Morris 
K. Friedman, 615 Division St., South 
Bend, Ind., has charge of this work. 

At the last State Committee meet- 
ing of the Y. P. S. L. of New Jersey, 
extensive plans were laid to bring 
the circles into closer co-operation 
with one another. Their new state- 
organizer, Comrade Newman of Jer- 
sey City, is expected to do good 
work along this line. As New Jer- 
sey Is especially favorably situated 



THE LAG GARD INTELLECT 
By JOHN M. WORK 

AS I pointed out In a previous article, the industries are now dead 
ripe for Socialism, but the minds of the people are not. 
The minds of the people have not developed as fast as the industries 
have developed. They have come trailing along behind. 

The minds of a majority of the people are all the way from five to 
twenty-five years behind the times on economic questions. They lack at 
least that much of keeping pace with industrial development. 

It is our province to educate the minds of the people along this par- 
ticular line until they get up to the times. 



I SUPPOSE the reason the minds of the people have not developed as 
fast as the industries have developed is because of the innate conservat- 
ism of the human mind. 

It is a feature of the average human being's mental make-up that he 
hangs on to the old like grim death and wards off the new. 

This attitude of mind is called conservatism. 

Conservatism is the great enemy of progress. 

All the progress the human race has ever made has been made by the 
radicals. And it has been made in spite of the constant and bitter opposi- 
tion of the conservatives. , 

The conservatives always pull back. They are always attempting to 
prevent the human race from making progress. 

The radicals always push forward. They are always advancing to a 
new stage of progress. 

Old adages are frequently lies. But we radicals accept this one: 
"Test all things, and hold fast that which is good." 



WE DO TEST all things. 

And we do hold fast that which is good. 

But we do not hold fast anything except what Is good. 

The bad and the worn out we throw away. 

And we try to replace them with something 'better. 

It is true that 'Jhe conservatives sometimes assist the radicals In pre- 
serving the good. The difference between them in this respect is in their 
motives. The radicals preserve the good BECAUSE it is good. When the 
conservatives preserve the good, they preserve it because it is old and 
has passed into habit, or second nature as some people call it. So, when 
the conservatives preserve the good, they do not deserve any credit, be- 
cause their motive is a low one, and because the good would be preserved 
by the radicals anyhow and with the best of motives. 

We Socialists have the task of battering down the economic conserv- 
atism in the minds of the people. 



for state work, it is up to the com- 
rades there to take the lead. 
ABOUT ADVERTISING. 

"The only way to get a hearing in 
America," said a visitor, is to make 
a noise. The bigger the noise, the 
greater the notice." This may not 
be complimentary, but it is certain- 
ly true. There is no reason why the 
Y. P. S. L. should not receive a 
hearing everywhere, and we will, 
too, if we will only "make a noise." 

It should be the duty of every 
Yipsel to show his colors on every 
possible occasion. Wear the em- 
blem of your League on your lapel, 
and study up a bit so that you can 
explain just exactly what it means. 

Another good means for personal 
advertising is to wear your Y. P. S. 
L. arm-bands whenever you go out 
in a crowd. Many Leagues buy 
these for fifteen cents each and sell 
them to members for a quarter, 
thereby putting money into their 
treasury at the same time. Get busy 
and see how you can advertise the 
Y. P. S. L. 



THE WORLD OF LABOR 

By MAX S. HAYES 

The charge is made by President 
Wood, of the Missouri State Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the recent zinc 
miners' strike at Joplin, Mo., was 
deliberately "jobbed" by the Mayor 
of the latter place ana Charles W. 
It will take a great i Fear > president of the so-called 



American Labor Press Association, 
an organization largely on paper. 
Enormous profits are being accum- 
ulated by tne zinc mine owners be- 
cause of the high price of zinc 
created by the European war. The 
miners became restless to organize 
and demand better conditions. Wood 
charges that the Joplin Mayor is a 
tool of the mine owner, and con- 
ceived the idea of permitting the 
men to form an "independent" union 
which, without backing and funds 
could be easily smashed to pieces, 
resulting in the miners being driven 
back to work defeated, and dis- 
couraged. Fear and the Joplin polit- 
icians, Wood says, put the scheme 
through and kept the men out of the 
Western Federation of Miners, which 
union has jurisdiction over zinc 
mining. About 5,000 men walked 
out and into the "independent" trap, 
fought for a while and then returned 
to work when they had been starved 
into submission. President Wood 
went to Joplin and addressed a 
meeting called by the. Central Labor 
Union, which had stood pat for the 
W. F. of M., and against the "inde- 
pendent" fiasco, and challenged the 
Mayor and Fear to defend their 
treasonable conduct ibefbre the del- 
egates and a large delegation of min- 
ers who were present, but the poli- 
ticians failed to appear. Wood 
promises further revelations. 



out Colorado and other Western 
States the working people are de- 
nouncing the bold victimizing of the 
miners by the Rockefeller hirelings. 
The Rockefellers, responsible for 
the Ludlow massacre, are still at 
large. 



In a powerful address at Scran- 
ton, Pa., last week, where he called 
upon the 50,000 unorganized anth- 
racite miners to join the union, 
which now numbers 100,000 in the 
three districts, President John P. 
White, of the Unitod Mine Workers, 
made an aggressive attack upon the 
coal corporations. White showed 
that the Delaware, Lackawanna and 
Western Co., which keeps its em- 
ployes in a condition of poverty, cut 
a melon of 60 per cent during the 
past year, and that in six years this 
robber concern that holds up the 
consumers as well as the miners 
cleared up 140 per cent. In other 
words, on a capitalized investment 
of $5,590,000, the D. L. and W. has 
looted the workers and the public 
to the extent of $9,266,000 and still 
owns its original investment. The 
miners are rapidly organizing and 
it is probable that a big strike will 
be inaugurated when the present 
Roosevelt open-shop contract, under 
which the men are virtually tied 
down to the operators as slaves, 
has expired. There is extreme bit- 
terness felt at the hard lot that the 
miners are compelled to undergo 
while the operators are permitted 
to plunder right and left. 



John Lawson is confined in the 
Las Animas County jail in Trinidad. 
Louis Zancanelli, under the same 
sentence, has already lain in that 
jail over a year and a half. Both 
men are now awaiting appeals to 
the State Supreme Court. Through- 



In declaring off the strike on the 
Illinois Central and Harriman lines, 
the Railway Department A. F. of L. 
by no means acknowledged that the 
system federation plan has been 
beaten. The move is dimply a 
change of tactics. The men are 
going back to work in the railway 
shops and will carry on their propa- 
ganda from the inside instead of the 
picket line. The contest for the 
federation principle will be bigger 
and more thorough than it was 
heretofore. 



The revised list of dates for the 

Thompson - Lybarger Chautauqua 
debate on Socialism for August is 
as follows: August 7, Norfolk, 
Neb.; Sunday, 8, Randolph, Neb., 
Thompson afternoon and Lybarger, 
evening; 9, Lyons, Nebr.; 10, Teka- 
mah, Nebr.; 11, "Probably an open 
date."; 12, Dunlap, Iowa; 13, Villis- 
ca, Iowa; 14, Bedford, Iowa; Sun- 
day, 15, Creston, Iowa, Thompson 
and Lybarger; 16, Knoxville, Iowa; 
17, Colfax, Iowa; 18, Chariton, Iowa; 
19, Kewanee, 111.; 20, Buchanan, 
Mich.; 21, Paw Paw, Mich.; Sun- 
day, 22, Marcellus, Mich., Thompson 
and Lybarger; 23, Three Rivers, 
Mich.; 24, Hillsdale, Mich.; 25, A1 T 
blon, Mich.; 26, Oxford, Mich.; 27, 
Metamore, Ohio. The debate is not 
given on Sundays. On all other 
days the debate is scheduled for 
three oclock, with the exception of 
Aug. 23, at Three Rivers, Mich., 
when it is scheduled for eight o'clock 
in the evening. 



YOUR LAST CHANCE 

HOW WOULD YOU like to own a book on Socialism on 
which MORE THAN A HUNDRED OF THE TEST 
SOCIALIST WRITERS, and some of the greatest authorities 
on political economy in the world, had collaborated? 

How would you like to own a book on Socialism, which is 
the JOINT PRODUCT OF THE GENIUS of such famous 
Socialists as Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, Wilhelm Lieb- 
knecht, August Bebel, Eugene Debs, Victor Berger, Chas. Ed- 
ward Russell, Morris Hillquit, John Spargo, A. M. Simons, 
Carl D. Thompson, Robt. Hunter, Geo. R. Kirkpatrick, Emil 
Seidel, Allan L. Benson and many others, — besides containing 
contributions from such world renowned authorities as Pro- 
fessor Chas. Van Hise of the University of Wisconsin, Profes- 
sor Scott Nearing of the University of Pennsylvania, Professor 
David Starr Jordan of Stanford University, John Moody of 
Moody's Magazine — all bolstering up the cause of Socialism? 

How would you like to own a reference book on Social- 
ism which combines the very best there is to be found in such 
famous reference books as THE WORLD ALMANAC, THE 
CO-OPERATIVE YEAR BOOK, THE YEAR BOOK OF 
THE INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY OF ENGLAND, 
ETC ? 

AND WHAT WOULD YOU THINK IF YOU COULD 
OBTAIN SUCH A BOOK, POSTAGE PREPAID, BOUND 
IN FLEXIBLE CLOTH FOR 25 CENTS? 

The book we are speaking of is THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK. 

Some Socialists imagine that THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK is merely a campaign document now out-of-date. 

It is nothing of the kind. THE 1914 CAMPAIGN 
BOOK was compiled for the purpose of enabling Socialists 
who do not have the time and the opportunity to wade 
through hundreds of volumes of Socialist books and through 
bulky government reports and statistics to have the BEST, 
the most UP-TO-DATE references and arguments at hand 
when they wish to talk Socialism. The fact a campaign was 
on, made such a book especially necessary, and we named it, 
therefore, THE 1914 CAMPAIGN BOOK. 

The information contained in the book is just as import- 
ant today, as it was a. year ago. In fact, not until a new census 
is taken, which will not be, until 1920, will the statistics con- 
tained in the 1914 CAMPAIGN BOOK be out of date. 

This book for which libraries and universities all over the 
country have written, and which Republican and Democratic 
Congressmen have eagerly bought, has hitherto sold for 
50 cents. 

We are closing out all that are left at 

25 CENTS PER COPY 

The book contains 350 pages and is bound in durable, 
flexible cloth. This is your last chance ! 

SPECIAL: One copy FREE with a club of 12 subscrib- 
ers to The American Socialist at 25 cents each. 



NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



AMONG BOOKS 



PAMPHLET RECEIVED: "The 
Parable of the Water Tank," — very 
neatly printed, a booklet of 20 
pages, containing Bellamy's famous 
"Parable of the Water Tank," and 
in addition thereto, quotations from 
the early church fathers on the sub- 
ject of private property, communism, 
etc. The pamphlet is printed espec- 
ially for use among religious people, 



and is sold by E. H. Liebel, West 
Haven, Connecticut. 



"We are determined that El Paso 

shall become a strong Socialist 
town," writes E. M. Gleason, organ- 
izer of the El Paso, Tex., local. The 
local is enjoying a revival of inter- 
est. Ben F. Wilson recently deliver- 
ed three lectures there and plans 
are being made to secure him for a 
whole week. 



If war is hell, then preparation 
for war must be devilish. 



American Socialist 
LECTURE BUREAU 

RALPH KORNGOLD, Manager 



OUR STAFF OF SPEAKERS 



EMIL SEIDEL, Former 
Mayor of Milwaukee, Socialist 
Candidate for Vice President 
in 1912. 

RYAN WALKER, Creator 
of Henry Dubb. 

GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK, 
Author of "War, What For?" 



Total Number of Contracts 
Received Up-to-date 

142 



Watch This Figure Grow 



It looks like the king's game in 
Europe might be finally checkmated 
by the pawns. 
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HERE ARE THE LIVE LOCALS THAT HAVE 
ALREADY SENT IN THEIR CONTRACTS: 



ALABAMA — Alabama City. 
ARIZONA — Miami, Phoenix, Yuma, Win- 
slow. 

ARKANSAS— Paragould. 

CALIFORNIA — Fort Bragg, San Francisco, 
Fresno, Sacramento. Turlock, Oakland, 
Paso Robles, Kingsburg, Los Angeles, 
Woodland. 

COLORADO — Pueblo, Denver, Fruita, Col- 
orado Springs. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA — Washington. 
GEORGIA — Waycross. 

IDAHO — Pocatello, Twin Falls. CaldweU, 
Buhl, Burley, Rupert, Nampa. 

ILLINOIS — MonsiceUo, Waukegan, Moline, 
Canton, Champaign, Galesburg, Dan- 
ville, Rockford, Peoria, Lincoln, Chi- 
cago (2). 

INDIANA — Indianapolis, State Line, El- 
wood, Marion. 
IOWA — Davenport, Council Bluffs, Hlte- 
man. 

KANSAS— Ness City, Utica, Pittsburg. 

MARYLAND— Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS — Worcester, Spring- 
field, Boston. ^ „ ^ _, 

MICHIGAN — Lansing, Grand Rapids, Mus- 
kegon, Traverse City, Owosso, Battle 
Creek, Bay City. 

MINNESOTA — St. Paul, Minneapolis, Dul- 
1 uth, Bemidji. 

MISSISSIPPI — Hattlesburg. 



MISSOURI — De Sota, St. Joseph, Sedalla 
St. Louis. 

MONTANA — Missoula, Kalispiel, Butte. 

NEBRASKA — Omaha, Fremont, Chapman 

NEVADA — Tonopah, Goldfield. 

NEW YORK — Jamestown, Schenectady, 
Rochester, New York City, Buffalo, 
Albany, Brooklyn, Hunter. 

NORTH CAROLINA — Winston-Salem. 

NORTH DAKOTA — Hatton, Forbes, Cros- 
by, Williston, Bowman, Fargo, Velva. 
Voltaire, Wildrose, Kelvin, Vale. 

OHIO — Sandusky, Cincinnati, Portsmouth, 
Ulrichsville, Warren, Toledo, New- 

OREGON — Astoria, Portland, Silverton. 

PENNSYLVANIA — Warren, Ambridgo, 
Lackawanna, New Kensington, Greens- 
burg, Reading, Washington, Erie, 
Pottsville, East Springfield, Pitts- 
burgh. 

SOUTH DAKOTA — Hot Springs, Frederick, 

Aberdeen. 
TENNESSEE — Memphis. 
UTAH — Salt Lake City, Ogden. 
V IRGINIA— Norfolk. 

WASHINGTON — Bremerton, Spokane, Su- 
mas, Vancouver, Elma, Seattle, Ever- 
ett, Monroe, Ilwaco. 

W. VIRGINA — Fairmont, Huntington. 

WISCONSIN— Fond du Lac, Superior. 

WYOMING — Hanna. 



ONE MORE WEEK 

REMEMBER! August 15th is positively the last date on which dates 
for the Seidel-Walker-Kirkpatrick Lecture Course will be received. Dates 
for the GERMER-GOEBEL Lectures will be received until Sept. 1. 

GERMER-GOEBEL LECTURES. 

The comrades evidently appreciate a good thing. The following Ideals 
have already accepted the GERMER-GOEBEL Lectures: Detroit, Mich.; 
"Wabash, Ind.; Muncie, Ind.; Meriden, Conn.; Aberdeen, S. D.; Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Des. Moines, la.; Johnstown, N. Y.; St. Petersburg, Fla.; 
South Bend, Ind.; Anderson, Ind.; Dooley, Mont.; Goldendale, Wash.; 
Church, N. D. ; Cumberland, Md.; Little Falls, N. Y. 

Comrades Germer and Goebel can be obtained for the sale of 200 
American Socialist sub-cards at 25 cents each, or for the flat rate of $25. 

At this rate, you %< BOTH SPEAKERS, 



